What’s the Difference Between NYC Schools & Schools Around the State?

	Teacher 
	Student 
	Time

	Ask students if they think schools in NYC city are different or the same as other schools in the state, get a sampling of student opinions
	Volunteer ideas
	4 

	Say “Today we are going to look at a document from a group called CFE.  This is a group that is going to court because they think schools in NYC is not getting their fair share of resources.”

Pass out CFE Packets 
	listen
	2

	Read the main paragraph of the introduction.

Ask students what they think are the most important facts, list those on the overhead or blackboard.  Then ask them what those facts make them think, wonder and question.
	Listen & read along

Volunteer ideas
	5 



	Now pass out the chart and see how the class’s ideas compared with the first example
	Listen, read along
	2

	Have a student read the text inside the box about the NY State constitution.

As a class, do one row of the chart together
	Read along, share ideas, take notes
	5

	Have another student read aloud the paragraph titled: State County Comparison. 

Have all students individually fill out one row of chart.

Ask volunteers to share ideas to whole class.
	Read along, take notes, volunteer ideas
	5

	Split the class into 6 groups and have each group be responsible for a page of the CFE document.  

Ask each group to read their page, fill out 2 rows of the chart together as a group and then choose one piece of evidence to write on an poster paper to share with the class. The poster should have 1) Evidence 2) Reflection 3) Questions
	Work as a group to read, select evidence and analyze it
	20-25

	(This could happen on the next day, depending on the length of your period)

Have each group share their findings with the class.   
	Groups present to class
	25

	Place the posters around the room, ask students to copy down one row on their chart from a poster that seems interesting to them.
	Take notes from another group
	7

	Next Steps: Don’t stop here! Check out some of the lessons on letter writing, speech writing, debating, etc.
	
	


New York City School and Schools in New York State:

What do we understand? What do we think? What questions do we have?

Read the document from CFE and fill out the Evidence & Reflection Chart below.  

	Evidence: Copy down or paraphrase an interesting piece of information from your reading.  This can be from the text, or from the charts and graphs as well
	Reflection: What is your piece of evidence saying in your own words? Why is it important? What does this evidence say or suggest about schools in New York City?
	Questions: What questions does this piece of evidence bring up for you?

	Example: 

Page 1”…Perhaps the sharpest contrast exists between public schools in New York City and those in districts…with low percentages of students in poverty and high levels of income and property wealth.”
	I think this is saying that there is a big difference between NYC schools and schools in places with more money in the state.  This is important because that means different kids are getting different kinds of education depending on where they live.  
	What makes the schools different from each other/ What are some of the differences? 

Is NYC better off or worse off than other places? 

	
	
	


	Evidence: Copy down or paraphrase an interesting piece of information from your reading.  This can be from the text, or from the charts and graphs as well.
	Reflection: What is your piece of evidence saying in your own words? Why is it important? What does this evidence say or suggest about schools in New York City?
	Questions: What questions does this piece of evidence bring up for you?
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