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Program Outline and Overview

Grade Levels:  Twelve special education students (12:1:1) of high school age participated in this program.  The program challenged the students’ technology skills as well as their academic skills. Within the program itself, modifications were made for those students who could not work as independently as others.  The program, as presented through the lesson plans, is very structured and lends itself to the needs of my students, however City Sites can be adapted to be used with students at any grade level.  

Implementation:  The program was implemented in a computer lab setting.  I saw the students twice a week during a 40-minute and a 50-minute period.  The program was very structured beginning with the skills needed to access the Internet.  When the students were comfortable with this process, they were introduced to Microsoft Word.  The search engine www.google.com was used as our primary source of information.  This search engine allows you to obtain both text and pictures easily.  Students were responsible for recording the search engines and links where they obtained their information.  When their research was completed, they were given worksheets that pinpointed the facts they needed to focus on.  Because of the academic needs of the students, the majority of the research was done during class time. Additional discussions on the information gathered took place in the homeroom during their social studies period.  Because of the different learning abilities of the students, modifications were made over the course of the program.  The students who were unable to complete a brochure used their Internet and Microsoft Word skills to create collages depicting the bridges of New York and famous sites of New York City.  Prior to the students creating their brochures, a template of a brochure was made in Print Shop 5.0.  The inside and outside of the brochure were saved on the desktop of each student’s computer for easy access.

Major Goals:  City Sites is a technology-driven program supported by a Social Studies and Language Arts curriculum about New York City.  It was a collaborative effort between the computer lab teacher and a colleague to effectively integrate technology into the curriculum.  The instructional purpose of this program is to give the students a new appreciation for their city while they learn the skills to research a topic and compile and organize the information acquired to create an exit project (a brochure).  The students are able to research their individual topics both visually and textually through the use of the Internet.  The lab setting enabled the teacher to individualize in order to meet the students’ different learning styles.  The standards supported by this program include:
Information Systems - Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.

Technology - Students will apply technological knowledge and skills to design, construct, use, and evaluate products and systems to satisfy human and environmental needs.

ELA Standards

E2a. Produce a report of information

E3a. Participate in a 1-1 conference with the teacher

E3c. Prepare and deliver a presentation
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Program Outline and Overview  

Timetable:  City Sites was started in December and concluded with individual presentations in April.  Students who can work with a high level of independence can complete the program within two months depending the level of the student’s computer skills and on the availability of computer time. 

Overview:  As the computer lab teacher, it was important for me to make computer classes for my students meaningful. Incorporating technology into the curriculum not only enriches concepts and ideas, but also gives more meaning to computer skills.  Implementing this program with my students was most rewarding.  It was exciting to see the students’ skills develop as they came in to use the lab.  As their skills grew, so did their confidence.  Cooperative learning began to take place.  The students were more than willing to help each other and accept help from their peers.  When the brochures were finally printed out on glossy brochure paper, they were in awe that they could produce such a professional product.  Much to their delight, the students were asked to present their project at the District 75 Literacy Fair. 
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Lesson 1 – Introduction

Aim:  Students will be able to conduct research on the Internet about a New York City site and use that information to create a brochure.

Objectives:

Students will be able to name 12 New York City sites of interest.

Students will be able to describe/identify a brochure.

Students will choose a site they wish to research.

Materials:  brochure template, graphic organizer, and pencils/pens

Motivation:  Students will be asked if they know what a brochure is.  Teacher will then tell students that she has heard that they are studying New York City and will ask them what they have learned so far about our great city.

Procedure: 

1. Students will be given their graphic organizers.

2. They will be asked to name as many famous sites as they can that are located in New York City.

3. Students will share their results until they have named 12 sites.

4. Students will then be told that they will be using the Internet to learn more about these sites.

5. Students will choose their sites by lottery. (The teacher will place the names of the sites into a container and the students will pick their site.)

6. Students will then be told that they will use the information gathered to create a brochure.

Follow-up: Students will be asked to bring in brochures that they may have at home.
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Lesson 2 – Using a Search Engine

Aim:  Students will be able to access a search engine in order to obtain information on a given topic.

Objectives:  

Students will be able to access the Google search engine (www.google.com).

Students will be able to identify two forms of information at www.google.com – images and print.

Students will be able to search for images of their chosen New York City site.

Materials:  Individual computers with access to the Internet

Motivation:  

Students will be told that they are going to begin researching their sites on the Internet.  They will be asked if they can remember the names of search engines that are found on the Web.  The search engines will be listed and the teacher will then tell the students that they will be using the Google search engine.   

Procedures:  

1.  Each student in the class will have selected a site that they would like to learn more about.

2.  Students will be told to open Internet Explorer and type in the address www.google.com.

3.  When students reach Google, they will be asked to identify the features they see on the screen – site name, the words “Web”, “Images”, “Groups”, “Directory”, and “News” and the phrases “Google Search” and “I’m Feeling Lucky” and the empty search bar.

4.  Students will be asked what they think the word “Images” means.

5.  Students will then be directed to click on the word “Images” and type the name of their site.

6.  When they have completed this step, they will be instructed to click on the phrase “Google Search.”

7.  Students will then be asked what is visible on their screen.

8. For the remainder of the period, the students will be allowed to familiarize themselves with the number of pictures related to their sites.

Follow-up:

Students will return to Google in order to select 3 pictures to be used in their brochures.
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Lesson 3 – Links

Aim:  Students will begin to gather and record research information.

Objectives:

Students will be able to access www.google.com and find pictures of their sites.

Students will be able to choose three pictures of their sites.

Students will be able to identify and record the links for the three pictures they chose of their sites.

Materials:  worksheet for recording information, pencils, and individual computers

Motivation:  Students will be told that they are going to begin to collect information for their brochures.  The first thing they are going to do is to find three pictures that will describe visually what their site is famous for.

Procedures:

1.  Students will access the Web and go to www.google.com.

2.  Students will click on Images and type in the names of their sites.

3.  When the students all have a web page of pictures on their screens, they will be shown what a LINK is.

4.  Students will be directed to choose 3 pictures for their brochures.

5.  As the students choose the 3 pictures for their brochures, they will copy the links onto their worksheet for future reference.

6.  Students will be encouraged to get pictures of the exteriors of their sites as well as the interiors if it applies.

7.  Students’ work will be checked for accuracy as they go along.

Follow-up:  Students will reinforce the skills needed to access information when they use the information acquired to save their pictures for future use.
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Lesson 4 – Using Microsoft Word

Aim:  Students will use Microsoft Word to store their Internet pictures.

Objectives:

Students will be able to open a program – Microsoft Word.

Students will be able to copy and paste from one program to another – from the Web to Microsoft Word.

Students will be able to minimize and restore a program.

Materials:  individual computers with access to the Internet and a word processing program (Microsoft Word) 

Motivation:  Students will be told that they are going to have the opportunity to take their pictures from the Internet and save them in the computer so that they can be placed in their brochures when they are ready.  They will be told that they will be placing them in folders in Microsoft Word, a program they had been introduced to earlier in the term.

Procedures:

1.  Students will access the Internet and locate one of their pictures.  They will click on the picture to go to the link, and once they are at the link it is important that they click on the picture again.  (This will prevent them from returning to the Internet when they click on the saved picture.)

2.  Once they have gotten their picture, they will be told to copy it by right-clicking on the mouse and, when the menu pops up, left-clicking on the word “copy.”

3.  Students will then minimize their screens.

4.  Students will then go to the START menu and click on Programs and click on Microsoft Word.  

5.  When the blank page comes up, students will be asked what they need to do to place their picture on the page – PASTE it.

6.  Students will then be asked where to find the tool PASTE.

7.  Students will click on File and then click on paste and their picture will be on the page.

8.  Students will then be asked what they need to do next –SAVE their file. 

9.  Students will click on File, then click on Save and type in their name and site name, and click on save.

10. Students will then minimize Microsoft Word, restore their picture on the Web, click back twice, and go to their next picture and repeat the process.

11.  This part of the program took many sessions with my students (4) because they needed to be walked through the process, but by the end most students were able to do it with minimal prompting.

Follow-up:  Each student was given the opportunity to describe their site to the class using the printed copies of their pictures as visual aids. 
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Lesson 5 – Learning About Our Sites

Aim:  Students will be able to identify and record information about their sites.

Objectives: 

Students will be able to locate written facts about their sites on a search engine.

Students will be able to locate (with prompts if necessary) facts about their sites within a written text.

Students will be able to record their information on a fact sheet.

Materials: individual computers with access to the Internet, information worksheet, Web information worksheet, pencils/pens, and highlighters

Motivation:  Students will be told that they will be going to two search engines in order to find information about their sites.  Students will then be given their worksheets so that they can see what kind of information they will be looking for.  Students will read the worksheet and the teacher will answer any questions they may have before they begin.  (Because of the special needs of my students, I researched the sites in order to guide the students to texts that would not be too frustrating for them.)

Procedures:

1. Students will first be directed to log on to the Web and go to www.yahooligans.com. They will record this search engine on their worksheet.

2. The students will see that they perform the same operations at this search engine as they do at www.google.com to obtain information, but they also observe that they cannot obtain pictures alone.

3.  Students will then record the link (if there was one) they went to on their Web Information sheets.  This is a good exercise for the students to see that sometimes you need to search in many places before you find the information you are searching for.

4.  For the students that find information at this site, the text will be printed out for them.

5.  All students will then proceed to www.google.com to learn how they can acquire textual information there. (They click on Web, and type in the name of their site.)

6.  Here, under the guidance of the paraprofessional and the teacher, they are led to a site that is suitable for them.  These texts are then printed out for the students.

7.  The students are then asked to look at their worksheets and find the first piece of information they need to look for – the name of their site.  Students then fill it in.

8.  The students are then asked to see if they can find in their text the information that answers the next question – type of site.

9.  The students will continue to work on the facts about the site until they have completed up to #7.

Follow-up:  Students will look in the newspapers to see if their sites are making the news.
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Lesson 6 – Learning About Our Sites - Part 2

Aim:  Students will choose facts about their sites that THEY find interesting.

Objectives:

Students will improve their reading skills by reading articles about their sites that they found on the Internet.

Students will improve their comprehension skills by highlighting five facts that they find interesting.

Students will be able to copy accurately the facts they chose onto their Information Response Sheets.

Materials:  Internet articles, information response sheet, pencils, and highlighters

Motivation:  Students will be asked to tell the class one fact about their site.  They then will be told that they are going to learn more about their sites by reading about them.  Students will be reassured that they will receive assistance when they need it.  

Procedure:  

1. Students will receive their folders containing their research materials.

2. Students will be instructed to take out their articles, response sheets, pencils, and highlighters.

3.  Students will read and highlight the facts they find interesting.

4.  Students will copy their facts onto their worksheets.

5.  Teacher and para will assist students who find the reading challenging.

6.  Teacher and para will edit their work periodically.

Follow-up:  When students have completed choosing their five facts, they will conference with the teacher/para about what they have learned.
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Lesson 7 – Completing the Front of the Brochure

Aim:  Students will be able to create a brochure of their sites using a template created by the teacher in Print Shop 5.0. 

Objectives:  
Students will be able to follow multiple-step directions.

Students will demonstrate computer skills by opening programs, copying, pasting, saving a document, and deleting information.

Students will be able to minimize and restore a document.

Materials:  individual computers, template of brochure created in Print Shop 5.0 and saved to the desk top of each computer, and Microsoft Word saved documents
Motivation:  Students will be asked if they know what a brochure is.  After hearing their responses, the teacher will show them a brochure.  The class will engage in a discussion of what they will find in a brochure and how it can be used.  Students will then be told it is time for them to use the information they have gotten to create brochures about their sites.

Procedures:

1.  Students will be directed to open their Microsoft Word documents they saved with their site pictures.

2.  They will then minimize them.

3.  Students will then be directed to click on the Print Shop 5.0 labeled BROCHURE FRONT. 

4.  The teacher will familiarize students with the Print Shop program and students will realize that the tools are similar to those in Microsoft Word.

5.   Students will look at the individual tri-folds that make up the front of the brochure.

6.   Students will be directed to go to the tri-fold with the picture on it.

7.   Students will click on the words United Nations, delete them and type in the name of their site.

8.   Students will save the change.

9.   Students will then click on the picture, delete it, and save the change.

10. Students will restore their saved Microsoft document, choose the picture they want on the cover of their brochure, copy it, and paste it into the brochure where the previous picture was.  They will again save the changes.

11. Students will have completed the cover of their brochures. 

12. Teacher and para will assist students with the steps.  During my classes, the more computer-savvy students were anxious to help their peers.  This created an atmosphere of team effort and cooperation.

Follow-up:  The above skills will be used again in completing the inside of the brochure.
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Lesson 8 – Completing the Inside of the Brochure

Aim:  Students will be able to create a brochure of their sites using a template created by the teacher in Print Shop 5.0.

Objectives:

Students will be able to follow multiple steps to complete a project.

Students will be able to keyboard information into a document accurately.

Students will be able to edit simple errors in their text.

Materials:  individual computers, template of brochure created in Print Shop 5.0 and saved to the desk top of each computer, information response sheet, and saved Microsoft Word Document

Motivation:  Students will be asked to take out their information response sheets.  Each student will be asked to read one fact about his/her site.  Students will then be told that they will be keyboarding their information into their brochures.

Procedure:

1.  Students will open their saved Microsoft Word document and minimize it.

2.  Students will be directed to double-click on the Print Shop icon labeled BROCHURE INSIDE.
3.  Students will be shown how to navigate to the three tri-folds that they will be editing.

4.  Students will first complete the tri-fold that gives the factual information.  

5.  Teacher will review the steps to change the information:

a. Double-click on the text.

b. Delete the text by highlighting the incorrect information.  For students who cannot highlight, have them place the cursor at the end of the unwanted information and let them backspace.

c. Students will match the bolded information in the brochure with the information requested on their information sheet and type in the facts.

6.  Students will save their changes.

8. Students will click on the picture, delete it, and save the change.

9. Students will restore their saved Microsoft document, choose the picture they want on the tri-fold of their brochure, copy it, and paste it into the brochure where the previous picture was.  They will again save the changes.

10. Students will repeat these steps until they have completed their brochures.

11. Teacher/para will monitor students’ progress.  

12. When students have completed a tri-fold, they will conference with the teacher to discuss editing and what they have learned about their site.

Follow-up:  Students will assist in developing class logo to be placed on the back of the brochure.
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Print Shop 5.0 Template

In order to facilitate the creation of the brochures for my students, a template was created in Print Shop 5.0.  Any publishing program can be used, but Print Shop proved to be a program that was easily navigated by my students.   All three panels on the inside of the brochure were created ahead of time.  On the outside of the brochure, only the title panel was created by the teacher.  The logo panel and the map panel were created by the students in the class.


When the brochure template was completed, a copy was placed on the desktop of each student’s computer for easy accessibility.


Some of my students found completing the brochure too challenging.  For these students, the project was modified to completing a sign depicting their favorite sites.  One student chose to do the bridges of New York City.  The signs were completed in Print Shop.  These students concentrated on copying, pasting, minimizing, and restoring skills.  
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Using the Print Shop Template:  

Step 1:  Go to START.


 Click on Documents.


 Open your Microsoft Document with the pictures of your NYC Site.

Step 2:  Minimize your Document – Click on the (-) in the corner of your screen.

Step 3:  Double-click on the Print Shop Icon with the word FRONT on it.


 Print Shop will open up with a picture of the UN.  

Step 4:  Click on the words UNITED NATIONS.

Step5:  Put the cursor after the S and hit backspace.  The words will disappear.  Now type

             in the name of your site.

Step 6:  Click on the picture of the United Nations


 Go to EDIT and click on DELETE.  The picture will disappear.

Step 7:  Minimize Print Shop.

Step 8:  Go to the bottom of the screen and click on Microsoft Word (the blue W).

Step 9:  The picture of your site will open.  Click on your picture.  Go to Edit and click  

             on COPY.

Step 10:  Click on Print Shop.  Go to EDIT and click on PASTE.  Your picture will appear in the Print Shop Template.  Place it here the picture of the UN was.  Now you have page 1 of your brochure.
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	The United Nations is located in midtown Manhattan.

Architects:  

An international committee, the most notable were Oscar Niemeyer, Le Corbusier, and Wallace K. Harrison

Dates of Construction:

Began: 1949

Completed: 1952

Cost of Construction:
[image: image23.png]




	   INSIDE OF BROCHURE

The United Nations
Location
   First Avenue between

42nd and 48th Street

Phone
   (212) 963-8687

Hours
 Daily tours leave every 30    minutes from 9:30AM to 4:45 PM

Prices
   Adults:  $7.50

Seniors:  $6.00

Students w/ID:  $5.00

Children 5-14: $4.00

The building is closed on some holidays.  It is advised that you call ahead.

	Interesting Facts:

John D. Rockefeller Jr. donated the land on which the United Nations is built.

The United Nations complex is international territory and does not belong to the United States or New York City.

Along First Avenue in front of the United Nations Headquarters is a display of flags from each member of the UN.  It starts with Afghanistan at 48th Street and ends with Zimbabwe at 42nd Street.

The United Nations attempts to 

maintain peace, protect human 

rights, and promote development

throughout the world.
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                                       SAMPLE WORKSHEETS
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Name  _____________________________________________
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Web Information – Lessons 3, 5, and 6

Keep a record of where you went on the Web to do your research.

SEARCH ENGINES:
1. __________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________________________

LINKS:

1. _________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________________

4. _________________________________________________________________

5. _________________________________________________________________

6. _________________________________________________________________

7. ________________________________________________________________
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Information Response Worksheet – Lesson 5, 6, and 8 

1. Name of site:  _____________________________________________________

2. Type of site:  ____________________________________________________________

3. Address of site:  __________________________________________________________

    __________________________________________________________

      4.
Telephone number of site (if available):________________________________________

5.   Part of New York City (midtown, uptown, etc.):  ______________________________

6. Architect(s):  ____________________________________________________________

7. Dates of construction (how long did it take to build?):  

Began:  ________________ Completed: ______________ Number of years:  ________

8. Cost of construction: ___________________

9. List five interesting facts about the site:

1. ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________________________

      __________________________________________________________________

5. __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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	Student’s Name:


	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	Not at All
	With Prompting
	Occasionally
	Independently

	Is able to recognize Internet icon on the desktop
	
	
	
	

	Is able to access Internet
	
	
	
	

	Is able to access a search engine
	
	
	
	

	Is able to search a topic on the Web
	
	
	
	

	Is able to copy a graphic from the Internet to MS Word
	
	
	
	

	Is able to save a file
	
	
	
	

	Is able to print an Internet document
	
	
	
	

	Is able to use Print Shop tools to enter information
	
	
	
	


Assessment of Computer Skills
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Resources

Teacher-Researched Internet Sites

Search Engines:

www.google.com - all NYC sites pictures can be located here 

www.yahooligans.com - the following sites can be located here:




Brooklyn Bridge




Central Park




Empire State Building




Statue of Liberty




Chrysler Building

Links:

www.aviewoncities.com



Chrysler Building




Empire State Building




Central Park




Statue of Liberty




Brooklyn Bridge




Rockefeller Center




Grand Central Terminal 

www.greatbuildings.com



Chrysler Building




Empire State Building




Central Park




Statue of Liberty




Brooklyn Bridge
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