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Program Outline and Overview


Student Population/Grade Level:  We implemented this program with 9- and 10-year-old autistic students. Although this program has been developed for students with disabilities, it can be used with children of all ability levels. 


Main Goals:  Through literature and technology, students will create a story of their own based on the works of famous authors.  


Time Line:  Four to eight weeks should be allotted to complete this program.  This is contingent on the following factors: 


* age


* ability level


* number of authors in the study


Standards:  The instructional purpose is to meet New York State Alternate Assessment Standards and New York City Standards


New York State Alternate Assessment Standards:


English/ Language Arts:  Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding; Standard 2: Language for Literary Response and Expression; 

Standard 3: Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation; Standard 4: Language for Social Interaction


Mathematics, Science and Technology:  Standard 2: Information Systems;

Standard 5: Technology; Standard 6: Interconnectedness: Common Themes


New York City Standards:


English/ Language Arts:  Standard E1: Reading;  E2: Writing;  E3: Speaking, Listening, and Viewing;  E4: Conventions, Grammar, and Usage of the English Language; E5: Literature;  E7: Functional Documents


The lesson plans are presented in the order that a book is read. This is a suggested sequence for each lesson, but it can be altered. The length of each lesson is 20-30 minutes. Each lesson is a segue into a shared reading; comprehension questions should follow after each story. In addition to in-class lessons, the students will work on keyboarding skills, clip art, and KidPix programs during computer classes.

Lesson I:  The Cover

Objective:  The students will identify and reproduce the components of a cover page

Time line:  One week

Materials:   Numerous books written by the author of your choice, chart paper, markers, crayons, pencils, writing journals, cover checklist written on chart paper, and worksheets for the students (see sample worksheets)

Procedure: 


1.  Display all books by the author around the room


2.  Invite the students to take a book walk to examine the covers (2-3 minutes)


3.  Each student chooses a favorite book and bring it to his/her desk


4.  The students write the title and draw a picture of their favorite cover in their       writing journals (4-5 minutes)


5.  Small-group discussions may be held about the covers (2-3 minutes)


6.  Students are directed toward the cover checklist displayed on chart paper


7.  The teacher models, with one book, how to use the checklist


8.  With teacher direction, the class checks several books using the checklist

Assessment:  To ensure mastery of the list, the students: 


1.  Are given a book 


2.  Check for cover components


3.  Share their individual checklists with the class

Read Aloud:  


1.  Present students with the book of the day


2.  Review the cover using the checklist


3.  Read the story and answer questions

Homework:  Complete the attached cover checklist with a favorite book at home. Draw a picture of the cover.

Lesson II:  The Title Page

Objective:  When looking at the title page, the students will be able to identify the title, author, and illustrator

Timeline:  One week

Materials:  Numerous books written by the author of your choice, chart paper, crayons, markers, pencils, writing journals

Procedure:  


1.  Each student/every two students are given a book


2.  There is a review of the components of a cover


3.  The students are asked to open the book (they will be looking at the title page)


4.  A short discussion: what they see and what they think this page is called


5.  After all possible responses, the teacher conveys that this is the title page


6.  An experience chart is then constructed describing the title page and its components:  Title, author, illustrator, publisher, and picture


7.  Students copy this into their writing journals

Assessment:  Students will create a title page for yesterday’s book used during the read aloud.  


1.  Show students the book and review the cover


2.  They then create a title page in their writing journal


3.  Several students are asked to show their title page to the class

Homework:  Students choose a book and answer questions about the title page (see attached worksheets)

Lesson III:  Dedication Page

Objective:  The students will create their own dedication page

Timeline:  One week

Materials:  Numerous books and big book with a dedication page, chart paper, markers, pencils, writing journals

Procedure: 


1.  Show students the big book


2.  Review the cover and refer to the cover checklist


3.  Review the title page and refer to the title page experience chart


4.  Show the students the dedication page


5.  Read the dedication page and ask questions: Who do you think this person is?  Is this an important person?  Why do you think they chose this person?


6.  Students then take a book walk and choose a book from those on display


7.  They are told to write the following in their writing journal: title, author, illustrator, and what is written on the dedication page

8.  The students then share what they have written with the class


9.  The books are placed back on display

Assessment: 


1.  Students choose another book from those on display


2.  They show the dedication page to their partner 


3.  The teacher walks around the room to check the students’ mastery

Read Aloud:

1.  Present the student with the day’s book


2.  Refer to the previously made charts and view the cover and title page 


3.  Turn to the dedication page and have several students read it aloud


4.  Read the book and answer the questions

Homework:  Students make a list of people that their book could be dedicated to (see worksheets)

Lesson IV:  Choosing a book

Due to the functioning level of our students, we choose the books that the students would have the greatest success in adapting.

Objective:  Students, with teacher assistance, will choose a book to model their book after

Time line: One day

Materials:  Numerous books by the author of your choice, chart paper, markers, writing journals

Procedure:  


1.  The teacher begins by telling the students that they will choose a book to model their story after


2.  All the books they have read by the selected author are displayed


3.  Students are asked in groups of two to take a final book walk


4.  The students take the book back to their desk


5.  Upon completion of the book walk, each student will share the book with the class (show the cover, title page, and dedication page)


6.  The teacher writes the name of the students and their book title on chart paper

Assessment:  Students will be assessed on their ability to locate a book appropriate for their level and present the above information to the class

Homework:  Students bring the book home and read it with their family

Lesson V:  Writing the Book

Due to their ability level, students were provided with sentence starters for each of their books.

Objective:  Students will create their own text based on the book of their choice

Timeline:  One or two weeks, depending on number of groups and group size

Materials:  Sentence starters (see example in worksheet section), chart paper, markers, pencils, teacher’s book choice (not a book being used by the students)  

Procedure:


1.  Teacher tells the students that they will begin writing their books 


2.  The students are shown the book that the teacher has chosen to adapt


3.  They then listen to the story


4.  The teacher will have sentence starters on chart paper similar to those used by the students


5.  Together the class finishes the sentence starters to create a new book


6.  Students are broken into groups by book choice


7.  The teacher works with one small group to help them complete their sentence starters


8.  Throughout the week, groups meet to complete their sentence starters

Assessment:  The teacher will observe students during the small-group writing activity and check for completion of activity

Homework:  Practice reading the completed sentences at home with parents

Lesson VI:  Creating a Cover Page

Each student will be required to create their cover and title page using the computer programs Clip Art or Kid Pix.

Objective:  Students will create their own cover page using the computer

Timeline:  One or two computer classes

Materials:  Computers, Kid Pix, Clip Art, book the teacher is adapting, books students are adapting, cover checklist chart, cover checklists for each student, pencils

Procedure:


1.  Teacher reviews the cover check list with the class


2.  Using their book, the teacher models the components of a cover


3.  The teacher models (with computer and checklist) how to create a cover


4.  While teacher computer teacher walk around the room and offer assistance, students are instructed to do the following:  


-Type the title and check it off when finished


-Type their name and check it off


- Illustrate their cover and check it off the list


5.  Upon completion the teachers will save their work


6.  The cover will then be printed 

Assessment:  Completion of the cover and the cover checklist

Lesson VII:  Creating the Title Page

Objective:  Students will create a title page on the computer

Time line:  One or two computer classes

Materials:  Computers, Clip Art, Kid Pix, title page chart, teachers book for adapting, students book for adapting

Procedure: 


1.  Students review, using the title page experience chart, the components of a title page


2.  Teacher shows their book to the class


3.  They then model on the computer how to create a cover page


4.  Students are instructed on how to create a title page:


      -They type the title of their book


      -They type their name as the author and illustrator


      - They use Kid Pix or Clip Art to create a picture


5.  The teacher checks the students work, then saves and prints it

Assessment:  Completion of the title page with necessary components

Lesson VIII:  Dedication Page

Objective:  Students will create and type a dedication page

Time line:  One day in class and one computer class

Materials:   Chart paper, computers, Clip Art, Kid Pix, teacher’s book for adaption, writing journals

Procedure:


1.  Teacher shows the students the dedication page from their book


2.  They read and review what the dedication page is for 


3.  The teacher show the list of people to whom students may dedicate their book 


4.  Teacher chooses a person and tell the class why they chose this person


5.  He/she then writes their dedication on chart paper and shares it with the class


6.  Students are asked to open their journal and find the page where they wrote their dedications list


7.  They choose one or two people to dedicate their book to


8.  Students tell the teacher who they have chosen


9.  Students write their dedication in their journal


10.  Using the Clip Art or Kid Pix program, students type their dedication 

Assessment: Teacher will monitor progress and completion of the dedication page

Lesson IX:  Typing the Story

Objective:  Students will type their story (one sentence per page)

Time line:  Two to four computer classes. The number of times students have access to computers per week determines the number of classes needed for all students to type their books.

Materials:  Computers, completed sentence starters (teacher and students), teacher- charted sentence starters

Procedure:


1.  The teacher reviews, from the chart paper, the sentence starters he/she has completed


2.  The students are told that each sentence will be put on a separate page


3.  Teacher models this on the computer


4.  Placement of text is discussed, i.e., top or bottom of the page


5.  Students go to individual computers and begin typing


6.  Upon completion of each sentence and before moving on to the next page,

they will inform the teacher 

Assessment:  Completion of typing, one sentence per page

Lesson X: Illustration

Objective:  Students will illustrate their stories

Time line:  One to two weeks, depending on the length of the story and method of illustration (Kid Pix, Clip Art, Hand Drawn)

Materials:  Computers, teachers adapted book, chart paper, sentence starters, crayons, markers, pencils, Kid Pix, Clip Art, markers, crayons

Procedure:  


1.  The teacher takes a picture walk through their book


2.  Students are asked various questions abut the pictures 


3.  The teacher compares pictures to sentences  


4.  It is explained that the pictures show what the words say


5.  The teacher puts one sentence from their starter sheet on chart paper


6.  They then illustrate their sentence on the chart paper


7.  A second sentence is put on the chart paper


8.  The students are asked to help illustrate the picture


9.  Several more sentences are illustrated with the class


10.  Students decide, with teacher assistance, how to illustrate their book (hand- drawn, Kid Pix, Clip Art)


11.  Teacher guides students in creating a rough draft of their pictures by hand


12.  The rough draft is checked by the teacher


13.  The final copy is done on the computer or by hand

Assessment:  The rough draft will be used with the text to check for accuracy of the pictures

Lesson XI:  About the Author

Objective:  Students will create an author page

Time line:  Two days

Materials:  Polaroid/digital camera, film, chart paper, markers, writing journal, pencils, computers

Procedure:


1.  Students are told that they will be writing about the author


2.  The teacher puts a picture of him/herself on the chart paper


3.  Students model how to write about the author by asking questions of themselves:
What is your name?; Where do you live?; Where do you go to school?;

How old are you?;  What are your hobbies?


4.  Upon completion, the teacher reads what they have written to the class


5.  The students then have their pictures taken to help the students answer questions about themselves


6.  In their journals, students answer questions like those asked by the teacher


7.  The next computer class, the students use their journals and type their “About the Author” page

Assessment:  Ability to answer questions about themselves and type the “About the Author” page

Lesson XII:  Book Review

Objective:  Students will ask for and receive a book review from various staff members

Time line:  Two days

Materials:  Book containing a book review, chart paper, markers, student-adapted book, book review sheet (see worksheets), computer

Procedure:  


1.  The teacher shows a book review to the students and asks what they think it is. The answers are listed on chart paper


2.  The book review is read to the students


3.  The students are asked again if they think they know what this page is called.

 Any further answers will be placed on the chart paper  


4.  A discussion is held about what a book review is and why it is important.  Sample questions: Who do you think writes the book review?; What is the book review about?

 
5.  The students are told that they will be asking people in the school to review their book once it is completed


6.  When the students finish typing and illustrating their books, they ask various staff members to read and review them


7.  The reviews are returned to the students to read


8.  The students then return to the computer room to type their individual review

Assessment:  Students will have their book review work sheet completed by three staff members.  The students then type their book review. 

Publishing


1.  When all components of the book have been completed, the teacher laminates and binds them


2.  Each student shares their book with the class 


3.  The class makes a list of people they wish to invite to the publishing party


4.  Together, the class designs an invitation including:



*Cover art



*Time of the publishing party



*Place



*Date to RSVP


5.  Invitations are given to staff at school and sent home to parents


6.  On the day of the publishing party, the students have another opportunity to read their books

Follow-up

Students may read their works in other environments, i.e., other classes, nursing homes, etc.

Sample Worksheets

Name:________________________________Date:                :

Cover checklist

Use your book to complete the checklist.  Make a check on the line.

______

Title

______

Picture

______

Author 

______

Illustrator
Homework: Cover Checklist

Name:________________________________Date: 

Use a book from home and complete the following cover checklist.  

______

Title

______

Picture

______

Author

______

Illustrator

Draw a picture of the cover

Title Page Questions

Turn to the title page.  Answer the questions.
1.  What is the title of the story?  ________________________________

__________________________________________________________

2.  Who is the author?  ________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

3.  What is in the picture?  _____________________________________

__________________________________________________________

4.  Draw a picture of the title page

Homework:  Dedication Page

Name:_________________________________Date:

Dedication page:  Make a list of people you could dedicate your book to.

1._________________________________________________________

2._________________________________________________________

3._________________________________________________________

4._________________________________________________________

5._________________________________________________________

6._________________________________________________________

Sentence Starters

The following is an example of a sentence starter used with a child for his adapted version of the Eric Carle story The Very Hungry Caterpillar.  This student chose a caterpillar as his main character and the sentence starter was as follows.

1.  One (describe the day)    day an egg was on a leaf and—pop!--out came a (student will write the character) and he was very hungry.

2.  On Monday, he ate one ____________________________________.

3.  On Tuesday, he ate two ____________________________________.

4.  On Wednesday, he ate three ________________________________.

5.  On Thursday, he ate four ___________________________________.

6.  On Friday, he ate five ______________________________________.

7.  On Saturday, he ate (the student may list several foods)                        .

8.  On Sunday, he didn’t feel very good so he ate one _______________.

9.  He built a ___________________ and went to sleep.

10. Finally, the caterpillar turned into a ____________________________.

Book Review 

Please read my book and tell me what you think!  Thank you!

1.  Name: __________________________________________________

2. Name: ___________________________________________________

3. Name: ___________________________________________________

4. Name:___________________________________________________

Book Review Questions

Name: ___________________________________________Date:

Circle the best answer to the questions about a book review.

1.  Who writes the book review? 




you

 

someone else

2.  Who is the book review about?




author 


story

3. Does the book review say: 
nice things

bad things

4.  Where is the book review?  




the front of the book

     the back of the book

5.  Where do you find the author of the book review?



under the review
     

      over the review

Resources

The following are a list of Web sites that may be helpful for planning language arts lessons and author studies.

1. http://www.kindergarten.com 

A site for kindergarten and elementary teachers, sorted by curriculum areas and topics

2.  http://www.alphabet-soup.net 
Alphabet soup Web site contains thematic units, games, and activities.  It also has different theme writing paper you can download.

3.  http://www.eric-carle.com 

A site dedicated to Eric Carle’s books.

4.  http://www.LessonPlans.com 

Need a lesson plan idea?  Look no further...the name says is all.

5.  http://www.TheEducatorsNetwork.com 

An educational resource that includes: lesson plans, rubrics, themes units, interactive tools of the classroom, and much more.

6.  http://www.schoolexpress.com 

Receive free Thematic Unit every week.  Over 3500 printable worksheets, awards, and activities free for teachers.

7.  http://www.123child.com 

Over 1400 free theme-based lesson plan ideas for preschool and kindergarten teachers.  Each theme includes a variety of arts and crafts, games, songs, science, math, and dramatic play activities.

In order for your students to complete their books, you should also have the following:

Copies of each book (2 or 3) by the author in your study, Kid Pix computer software or Clip Art computer software, access to a laminating machine for the front and back cover of their book, Polaroid or digital camera, film, book binding materials 
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