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Program Outline and Overview

List of Grade Levels: This program is used with third grade students. It can also be used with fourth and fifth graders, with some modifications.  

Student Population: This unit is taught to my third grade classes. The population consists of well-below-grade-level and above-grade-level students. The materials covered are taught for a period of a little over a month during two forty-five-minute sessions per week. This program can easily be adapted to the fourth and fifth grades by adding more extensive research to the sample worksheets. Studying the rainforest meets the needs of all the students in my class. Students are encouraged to use the computer, are required to listen to a read aloud, produce a response to literature, research and present written and oral findings to the class, learn science, and do art- work. They also work in cooperative groups to produce information. It is a fun and challenging program because children love to study about animals, jungles, and things that are new to them.  They gain confidence and self-esteem when they know that they can do something to make the world a better place.

Major Goals and Overview:  The instructional purpose of this program is to meet the Social Studies Standards. The standards that will be met are:

1. Students learn about communities that reflect the diversity of the world’s peoples and cultures.

2.  Students study Western and non-Western examples from a variety of geographic areas.

3.  Students locate world communities and learn how different communities meet their basic       


needs and wants.

Standards for English Language Arts and Science are also met in this program and are listed

at the end of each lesson plan.
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Lesson Plans

These lesson plans are presented in sequential order and will take about a month, or a little more, to complete. They can be changed or modified to suit any presenting teacher’s requirements.

Lesson I:


Planting a Raw Peanut
Topic:



Science

Time Required:

One forty-five-minute period

Advanced Preparation:  
A portion of the room that has sun for a good part of the day must


be cleared so that the plants will get enough light. Buy raw





peanuts (from an Indian grocer or fruit store), paper towels, and 





plastic stirrers. Cover desks with newspaper and put one   





aluminum tray that has been filled with soil onto each group of 





students’ tables. 

Aim:



To plant a raw peanut 

Motivation:


Raw peanuts

Materials:


Two large bags of potting soil, one 11”x13” aluminum tray (with 

sides) for each group of students, one 8-oz. plastic cup for each student that has his/her name labeled on it (use permanent marker), plastic stirrers, two 1-quart plastic bottles (filled halfway with water), newspaper, paper towels, and enough raw peanuts for each student.

Vocabulary:

Peanut – a vine of the pea family, with yellow flowers and brittle                 



pods ripening underground and containing edible seeds

Procedure:


Mini-Lesson:  (10 minutes)





Ask students to come and sit on the carpet. Introduce and discuss

vocabulary.  Indicate that the raw peanut actually grows

underground, can be planted back into the dirt and will be able

to produce a new plant.  Ask the following questions and put the

answers on chart paper:

What does a plant need in order to grow?

How long do you think it will take for the plant to begin to grow?
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Can anyone tell me what a plant leaf gives off that humans need?

Tell students that they will be reading their science books to see if 

their answers are correct. Hang chart up near area that has been

set aside for plants to get light.

Activity:


Have students return to their tables. Give each student a paper cup 





and have him/her dip it into the tray until the cup is half full of soil.  





When they have put soil in their cups, give one stirrer to each





student. Ask them to make a hole in the soil with the stirrer, place





the raw peanut into the hole, and cover it completely with the soil.





When the students have finished, they will place their plants in the 






area that has been set aside for the project.  





Choose two monitors to water each plant. Tell the class that two 





new monitors will be chosen every two days, to water the soil.  





Also tell the students that they must observe their plants every 





morning to see if  the plant is growing.





After the planting has finished, assign students to clear the tables 





of newspaper and clean them with paper towels.  

Share Time:


Have two students tell why they think the plants have been put in 





the part of the room that has the most light.

Follow Up:


Groups will read pages A 16-19 of their science book (see





Bibliography).

Homework: 


Draw a picture of what you think your plant will look like. Give

your plant a name and list the things that a plant needs in order to grow.

Assessment:


If the students were able to understand the procedure for planting 





the raw peanut and came away with an idea of what a seed needed





to become a plant, the lesson was successful.
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Standards

Science:






S3- Scientific Thinking






S8- Scientific Investigation






S3- Earth Science Concepts
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Lesson II:


Introduction to the Rainforest
Topic:



Social Studies
Time Required:

One forty-five-minute period
Advanced Preparation:
Insert CD-ROM into computer in preparation for the lesson

Aim:



To learn what a rainforest is

Motivation:


CD ROM

Materials:


Computer and CD-ROM entitled “Earth’s Endangered 





Environments” (see Bibliography), chart paper

Vocabulary:


Endangered - exposed to harm or loss





Temperate - neither very hot nor very cold





Tropical - very hot

Procedure:


Mini-Lesson (20 minutes):





Have students sit on carpet and review vocabulary. Tell them 





that they are going to be studying about a tropical rainforest.


         


However, clarify that there are two kinds of rainforests.  





Briefly explain the climate of both rainforests. Make sure they





are able to see monitor of computer and view the CD-ROM.  





On the computer:





Go to My computer and click. When NGS picture-show 





appears, click on the icon called Program, click Rain Forest, and 





then click on The Movies. Allow children to hear and see this 





portion of the CD-ROM until it ends (about ten minutes in 





length).

Activity:


Students will return to their tables and write a letter to a friend 





telling what they learned about a rainforest.
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Follow Up:


Draw a picture of what the rainforest will look like if we destroy 





its trees. 

Homework:


Find pictures of animals that live in a rainforest.

Assessment:


If the students were able to use facts learned from the CD-ROM

in their letters and were able to explain the importance of the rainforest, the lesson was a success.






Standards
English Language Arts:

E3b- Participate in group meetings





E3d- Make informed judgments about TV, radio, and film





E2a- Produce a report of information

E4a- Demonstrate a basic understanding of the rules of the English        language in written and oral work
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Lesson III:


Layers of the Rainforest

Topic:



Social Studies  

Time Required:

One forty-five-minute period

Aim:



What are the layers of the rainforest?

Motivation: 


Book: Life in the Rain Forest by Melvin Berger

Materials:


Chart paper, book: Life in the Rain Forest
Vocabulary -







Canopy – layer of large trees at the top of the rainforest.  





Under story – smaller trees creating a bushy level

Ground layer– very dark layer of the rainforest

Procedure:


Students will listen to teacher read book to learn about the





various layers of the rainforest. They will listen for pleasure.

Activity:


Students will do a response to literature.





Question to be answered:   

Describe the layers of the rainforest and tell what kinds of animals live on each layer.

Follow-Up:


Students will compare and contrast an animal that lives in a zoo





and an animal that lives in a rainforest

Homework:


Imagine that you are a gorilla living in the rainforest.  Describe





your habitat.

Assessment:


If the students were able to describe the layers of the rainforest, 





the lesson was done well.
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Standards




English Language Arts:





E1c- Read and comprehend informational materials





E2b- Produce a response to literature





E3b- Participate in group meetings





E4a- Demonstrate a basic understanding of the rules of the





        English language in written and oral work





E5a- Respond to nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and drama using 





         interpretive and critical processes




Science:





S3- Earth Science Concepts





S5- Scientific Communication





S8- Scientific Investigation
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Lesson IV:


Gorillas

Topic:



Social Studies 

Time Required:

One forty-five-minute period

Aim:



What can we learn from gorillas?

Motivation:


Book: Gorillas by Seymour Simon

Materials:


Chart paper and book: Gorillas 

Vocabulary:


Awkward - clumsy or hard to handle





Groom - to make neat and tidy





Scientist- a person who observes, studies, and does experiments

Procedure:


Introduce vocabulary

Teacher will read the book and ask the following questions:





What kinds of foods do gorillas eat?





How is a gorilla the same as us?





How is a gorilla different from us?





What do baby gorillas do when they play?





What is the name of the gorilla that protects his family?





Why is he called a silverback?





Who grooms a gorilla?

Activity:


Students will work in pairs to produce an acrostic poem using the 





word “gorilla.”

Share Time:


Four or five students will share their poems with the class.

Follow Up:


Students will work in pairs to create a list of the things that





gorillas might eat.
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Homework:


Students will write a response to literature: Why do you think 





scientists want to study gorillas?

Assessment:


If students were able to understand that gorillas live in families





just as we do and care for one another, the lesson was a success.








Standards






English Language Arts:






E3b- Participate in group meetings






E4a- Demonstrate a basic understanding of the rules of the 






         English language in written and oral work






E4b- Analyze and subsequently revise work to improve 




                     clarity and effectiveness






E5a- Respond to nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and drama 






         using interpretive and critical processes






E5b- Produce work in at least one genre that follows the 






        conventions of the genre






Science:






S8- Scientific Investigation






S2- Live Science Concepts
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Lesson V:


Creating a Rainforest Collage

Topic:



Social Studies

Time Required:

One forty-five-minute period

Advanced Preparation:
Teacher will collect magazines, newspapers, travel posters that 





have things relating to a rainforest, construction paper, markers,





crayons, colored pencils, scissors, and glue. Teacher will create a          

                                                model collage.

Aim:



To create a rainforest collage

Motivation:


Collection of materials that can be used for creating a collage

Vocabulary:


Collage – a kind of surrealist art in which bits of flat objects-- 





                 newspaper, cloth, etc.--are pasted together to create 






     an effect

Procedure:


Mini-Lesson (10 minutes):





Teacher will discuss vocabulary and review procedure for





creating a collage. Teacher will present her collage as

a model for the students. Materials will be distributed to the





students’ tables.

Activity:


Students will work in groups to create a collage. 




Share Time:


Each group will present its collage and discuss why they chose 

the pictures on their collages.

Follow-up:                             Students will invite another class to see and discuss their collages.

Homework:


Bring in a show box, 3 cardboard cylinders from paper towels, and

3 from toilet paper rolls in order to make a diorama

Assessment:


If the students were able to work together and choose the correct





materials for the collages, the lesson worked well.
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Standards





English Language Arts:





E3b- Participate in group meetings





E3c- Prepare and deliver and individual presentation
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Lesson VI


Animals of the Rainforest
Topic:



Social Studies

Time Required:

Two forty-five-minute periods

Advanced Preparation:
Ask the librarian if the students will be able to have books at





their reading levels to borrow to make reports. (Supply reading





levels to librarian). Also ask for use of an encyclopedia.





Teacher will also have materials for research available (see 





Bibliography).

Aim:



To research animals of the rainforest

Motivation:    

Visit to school library and teacher prepared materials

Materials:


Teacher’s materials and library books

Procedure:
Mini-Lesson:  Teacher will review how to do research. The students and teacher will prepare a list of each child’s choice of

animal that can be researched, so that there are not too many of one animal chosen.

Activity:


Students will go to the school library to find books for research.

Follow-up:


Students will use the computer, encyclopedia, magazine articles, 




etc., to do research .                                                          
Homework:


Read your book for 30 minutes and list three facts about your 





animal.

Assessment:


If the students found and began to read their research, the lesson





was a success.








Standards






English Language Arts






E1c- Read and comprehend informational materials






E2a- Produce a report of information
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Lesson VII:

Animals of the Rainforest (Continuation of last lesson)

Topic:


Social Studies

Time Required:
One forty-five-minute period

Aim:


To write a report on an animal of the rainforest

Motivation:

Books that the students read

Procedure:

Mini-Lesson:  Teacher will review the procedures for writing an 

                                    informational report. Using who, what, when, where, how, and

sometimes why will be discussed.

Activity:

Students will write a draft of his/her report. Teacher will conference with




two or three students who may need additional help writing the draft.

Share Time:

For the last 10 minutes of the period, two students will share what they 




have written.

Follow-Up:

Students will do a decorative cover for their reports.

Homework:

Students finish their drafts.

Assessment:

If the students were able to write a draft, the lesson was well done.







Standards

English Language Arts:  

E1c- Read and comprehend informational materials

E3a- Participate in one-to-one conference with the teacher

E3d- Demonstrate a basic understanding of the rules of the English

         language in written and oral work



E5a- Respond to nonfiction, fiction, poetry and drama using interpretive 


                     and critical processes

E5b- Produce work in at least one genre that follows the conventions of the   

          genre
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LESSON VIII:


Constructing a Rainforest Bulletin Board
Topic:




Social Studies

Time Required:


One forty-five-minute period

Advanced Preparation:

Cover the bulletin board with green paper and a tropical 






border. Cut pieces of brown construction paper to form






tree trunks and branches on the bulletin board. Staple to 






board. Make a template of leaves for the students to

trace and cut from green construction paper.

Aim:




To change a bulletin board into a rainforest.

Motivation:



Students prepared materials

Materials:



Students’ collages, construction paper, scissors, stapler,






staples, markers, and students’ reports

Procedure:



Give templates to students and allow them to create 






leaves for the branches of the trees. Color with markers






or crayons.






Groups will take turns hanging leaves on the branches






coloring the forest floor, putting up reports. Each






group will be working on a section of the bulletin board, 






so that no child is left without doing something. When 






the board is finished, students return to their seats and






clean up.

Follow-Up:



Another third grade class will be invited to see our rain-






forest and have a general discussion about how it was






created and what animals live in the rainforest.

Homework:



Write a thank-you note to the class that came to






visit our rainforest.

Assessment:



If the class was able to explain the rainforest and use






the important details learned, the lesson was a success.


Who Needs the Rainforest?

Clemencia Saleeby

P.S. 170

____________________________________________________________________________________

Standards
  
English Language Arts:


E2a- Produce a report of information


E3b- Participate in group meetings


E1d- Read aloud fluently
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LESSONS IX and X:
Building a Rainforest Diorama

Topic:



Social Studies






Time Required:

Two Forty-five-minute lessons

Advanced Preparation:
Make sure to have extra cardboard paper towel and toilet paper 





rollers.  

Aim:



To construct a rainforest diorama

Motivation:


Materials that were gathered in advance for preparation of diorama

Materials:


Crayons, scissors, glue, shoe boxes, construction paper in colors





of green and black, templates of small leaves

Vocabulary:


Diorama – a miniature scene wholly or partially three-dimensional




           depicting figures in a naturalistic setting

Procedure:


Mini-Lesson:  Children will sit on the carpet and the teacher will 





review vocabulary and explain what is expected in the construction





of the diorama. 

Activity:


Students will return to their groups and begin to construct their





dioramas. Steps to follow:

1. Cut the top off box

2. Cut a piece of black construction to fit the bottom of the box (forest floor)

3. Cut a piece of green construction paper and glue it to the remaining sides of the shoe box

4. Color the front and sides of the cylinders brown and glue

them to the inside front section of the shoe box. Alternate small and large cylinders until they fill the box. Glue leaves onto the
top of the cylinders. Draw animals that live on the forest floor on the diorama’s forest floor.

5. Have students put their names on back of dioramas and place on a table in front of the bulletin board.

Follow-up:


Invite parents to see the students’ projects.
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Homework:


Write about how you can help to save our rainforests.

Assessment:


If the students were able to construct the diorama, the lesson was





Successful.







Standards






S2- Life Science Concepts






S3- Earth Science Concepts
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WORKSHEET -
What Is a Chimpanzee?
Name __________________________________________Class___________________

Using the Internet:









Go to www.nationalgeographic.com                                                  
l. On the left-hand part of the screen, click “for kids.”

2. Click on “Print ‘N Go Coloring Book.”

3. Click on “Chimpanzees” and read about them.

4. Answer the following questions:
a.  Where do chimpanzees live?___________________________________________

b. Where do they spend most of their time?___________________________________

c.  What can they do with their hands and feet?_______________________________


d.  How do they communicate?_____________________________________________

5. Go to “print” and click on it. A coloring book picture of a chimpanzee will print out.

6. Color the picture.
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WORKSHEET – LAYERS OF THE RAINFOREST

Name______________________                Class___________

On the Internet:
1. Go to www.ask Jeeves kids.com

2. Click on: Ask Jeeveskids.

3. Click on: What are the elements of the rainforest?

Answer the following questions:


a. What is the canopy?

__________________________________________________________________

b. What is the under story? 

      _____________________________________________________________________

c. What is the forest floor?

_____________________________________________________________________

4. List three things that are found in the under story of the rainforest

A.__________________________________________________

B.__________________________________________________

C.__________________________________________________
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                 WORKSHEET – A TRIP TO THE RAINFOREST                                       

Name_______________________   Class______________

Imagine you are on a bus and are going to visit the rainforest.

1. What kind of clothing will you bring with you?



    2.  Where will you get your food and water?

3. Where will you live?

Who Needs the Rainforest?

Clemencia Saleeby

P.S. 170












[image: image10.wmf]


WORKSHEET – ANIMAL RESEARCH

Name_______________________________

Class___________

1. What is the name of your animal?

2. What is its habitat?

3. List three interesting things that your animal can do.

4. Is it a warm- or a cold-blooded animal?

5. Do you think your animal is endangered?  Why?  Why not?
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WORKSHEET – SAVING THE RAINFOREST
Name_________________________

Class_______________

Name three animals of the rainforest that are endangered.


What can you do to help protect these animals?
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Resources

Of all the web sites that I have visited, I found the following two to be the easiest for young students to get on to and enjoy:

http://www.nationalgeographic.com
This site has coloring book pages that can be printed and lots of fun things for children to listen to and read. There are very good graphics and also a lot of music.  

http://www.ajkids.com
This site asks the child to type in a question. It is student-friendly and has lots of information that is not too far above their reading abilities.
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