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Program Outline and Overview

List of Grade/Age Levels: I used this program with students ages 11-14 at P.S.176. This population is autistic with a variety of complex learning, behavior, and communication issues. However, the operation of a school store with the emphasis on the skills listed below would be an asset to the education of able children and can be adapted for the elementary through junior high levels.

Students: For a population of autistic children, the need for various learning experiences to enhance their ability to make positive choices, and to enhance the quality of their lives, is of utmost importance. The range of target behaviors for my students encompasses the reinforcement of language comprehension and listening skills, adaptive behaviors, impulse control, interpersonal relationships with responsible behaviors, social speech, attention span, task completion, practical math, reading skills, and prevocational skills, as well as an awareness of orientation and mobility within their environment. Even the most challenged child participates in our project on a rotating basic and therefore has the opportunity to learn appropriate skills at the level of which they are capable. In this way, all students participate and benefit from improving their academic, social, and communication skills as we as improving self-image and a sense of accomplishment. We sell pretzels for one period of 45-minutes a week to the students and teachers of the junior high school in which we are housed. 
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Major Goals Overview and Program Information  

The title of the program is Twist and Bake Pretzel Shop. 

The instructional purpose of the program involves virtually every academic area--math, social studies, language and communication, and reading and writing. It is meant to be an integrated program that encourages the application of academic knowledge with social skills to efficiently interact in the workplace. The program involves interacting with others who are not part of the school community. The students deal with customers as well as the supplier who takes and delivers orders to the school. The students use calculators to total the individual purchases and calculate the amount of sales, less the cost, in order to determine profits. Some students are able to use a spreadsheet program on the computer to do bookkeeping.

The skills involved in implementing the program are introduced, practiced, reinforced, and reviewed in the classroom and are applied across other areas of the curriculum.

The main activities of this program have evolved into a structure that works step by step and involves staff and student. It begins with the class learning about the concept of selling something to earn money. From there, they go through the process of ordering, advertising, setting up shop, dealing with customers appropriately, handling money, taking and delivering orders (a travel training, language/communication, and social skill), following a time schedule, and being responsible for clean-up. The total experience gives the student a great deal of satisfaction. There is a component of donating to a community group that completes the process. The idea began as an occasional fundraiser. It has evolved into an ongoing project involving most of our students, no matter what their functioning levels are. It is structured so that each child can participate in some way.

The non-conservable items include a cash box with a lock, a calculator, a laminating machine for advertising and labeling, clipboards for taking orders, cameras, and a computer spreadsheet program. The consumable includes supplies for advertising (i.e., poster board, markers, laminating pouches, etc.) They will also need film and paper. The ongoing investment for sale items varies from week to week depending on what the students decide to sell besides the pretzels, such as juices and other snack items. The price can vary from $25.00 a week to $75.00 a week. The picture taking will document the project in all its phases  
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Standard Addressed: Through the operation of our school business, the following performance of standards have been addressed:

Standard 1: Social Studies
                      -     Take part and contribute to their academic milieu

· Exercise rights as citizens with disabilities 

Standard 4: 

· Understand that money is necessary to buy goods and services

· Develop and demonstrate money and management skills

Standard 2: Family and consumer sciences 

· Students will understand some basic requirements of nurturing people of various ages and develop appropriate ways to interact with them

CODS: Integrated Learning
Standards 2: 

· Students will demonstrate how academic knowledge and skills are applied in the workplace 

Standard 3: Resource Management
· Students will understand and be able to manage their personal and    

      community resources 

Standard 3: Mathematics
                      -    Numbers and numeration

Standard 3a: Universal Foundation Skills
· Students will demonstrate the mastery of foundation skills and the competencies essential for the workplace

Standard 4: Language for Social Interaction 

Standard 6: Interconnectedness
                     -  A magnitude of vocal opportunity and participation in future opportunities

Overall Value: Through the hands-on nature of our Twist and Bake Pretzel Shop, the students have demonstrated a positive relatedness to people of different ages and backgrounds in a workstation. Through the continuity of the “business,” our students have a chance to develop pride in themselves and the opportunity to help others. 
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Lesson 1

Unit: Language /Communication                              Topic: School Store

Educational Objective: Non-verbal students will be able to assist in selling pretzels with the use of an augmentative communication system and sign

Motivation: Students will be provided with a communication system and a low-tech communication board to sell pretzels and snacks 

Problem: How can non-verbal students initiate and complete this transaction? 

Vocabulary: hello, how many? pretzel, please, thank you, quarter, three, 75 cents, two, $1.50, one dollar 

Procedure: - Demonstrate verbally and physically

On communication grid – words involved in transaction 

· Use rote social exchange: hello/sign/ point to access system 

· Use appropriate eye contact 

· Reinforce identification of vocabulary through matching symbols and trial steps 

· Elicit from student what happens when correct sequence is followed 

· Positive reinforcement/role play/modality 

· Rehearse transaction 

· Verbal praise 

· Respond ……”Thank you” from customer

Conclusion: Restate the problem: How can non-verbal students initiate and complete the transaction: to sell pretzels to students and staff?

Evaluation: Did student establish social routine, eye contact, close the transaction, say “thank you,” how many times? 80% accuracy  

Extender: The teacher made mimeos to take home and review with parents 

· Today I sold …

                  cut / paste/ match  

· Review emergent reader at home with parents

· Suggest that parent take child to the store to buy a snack, using quarter denominations, role play, buy snack 
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                   Lesson 2
Unit: Language/Reading       Topic: The Pretzel Story Emergent Reader
Educational Objective: 

· To increase and expand reading skills

· To establish vocabulary growth and literal comprehension 

· To enable the student to read and convey knowledge as well as give pleasure to others 

Motivation: Provide the children with the various objects that will be the vocabulary foundation of the emergent reader for tactile/ kinesthetic and visual modalities 

Problem: What are we going to sell at the Twist and Bake Store? 

Vocabulary: Pretzels, New York, salt, mustard, adults, children, 75 cents, dollar, change, sell 

MATERIALS: Create a reading environment in class using chalkboard, flannel board, pictures, oak tag, and markers 

Procedure: 
· Role play the transaction of selling pretzels in class and in the school store

· Reinforce transaction with objects and picture cards

· Have students recall/ reread verbally utilizing object presented

· Label objects and say “ Read Me” 

· Introduce vocabulary words as students develops a sound foundation of the reading skills

· Rehearse reading emergent reader 

Conclusion: restate the problem: What are we going to sell at the Twist and Bake Store?”

Evaluation: Did the student read the pretzel story? 

Extender: -Repeat the lesson if mastery is obtained with other objects and pictures

                     -Repeat the lesson with words only 
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Lesson 3
Unit: Practical Money Skills             Topic: Cash Register

                                                                    Target Behavior: Sorting 
Educational Objective: Students will be able to place coins in the appropriate slots in money draw of cash box during sale of pretzels

Motivation: Students will manipulate coins into money drawer 

Problem: Can you put coin in the correct segments of the money drawer? 

Vocabulary: nickels, dimes, quarters, dollar (paper money), cash box      
Materials: nickels, dimes quarters, cash box, dollars-paper money- $1, $5, 

Sign: Pretzels for Sale: 75 cents or 2 for $1.50 

Procedures: 

                -Familiarize students with the cash box

                -Practice sorting different coins by color …penny (brown);

                  nickel, dime, quarter (by size)

                -Label (with word/picture) each segment of cash drawer

                -Demonstrate the distribution of coin correctly

                -Distribute a variety of coins to students 

                -Demonstrate purchase transaction of sale

                -One pretzel: 75 cents (3 quarters)

                 2 for $1.50 (6 quarters or one dollar and two quarters)

· Practice making change for $1.00 and for $2.00

· Explain to students that when people purchase pretzels from our store, we put the money in the cash drawer and we take the change from the drawer

· Practice addition and subtraction skills

· Have each student take turns sorting coins and paper money

Conclusion: restate the problem: Can you put the coins and paper money into the correct segments of the money drawer? 

Evaluation: -Students will be able to facilitate sale of pretzels

· Sort money correctly

· Obtain change if the transaction necessitates

Extender: flow sheet for monthly sales and profits
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Lesson 4
Unit: Science/ Life skills Development         Topic: Recipe for baking pretzels 
Educational Objective: Students will experience selling pretzels as a hands-on science and multitask process 

Motivation: Students will be provided with the raw ingredients for making soft pretzels 

Problem: Can we make pretzels from the following ingredients? 

Vocabulary: teaspoon, yeast, sugar, flour, salt, measuring cup, mix dough, knead, smooth, sticky, sprinkle 

Procedure:  (With children each taking turns) - follow the steps of the recipe
· Using a convection oven in class to bake pretzels

· Discuss properties of liquids to solids

· Discuss shape of pretzel as form

· Representing a child’s arms folded in prayer

· Discuss taste…salt, mustard, etc.

Conclusion: Restate the problem: Can we make pretzels from the ingredients presented? 

Evaluation: Children participated in dealing with materials that could not predict the outcome of the finished product. The children had fun using their senses and observation skills to mix, add, dissolve, absorb, thicken, knead, heat, cool, and have fun with cooking as a life skill and scientific process. 

Extender: -Encourage cooking at home with parents

                  -Encourage shopping at market for ingredients

                  -Encourage the use of money to shop 

                  -Encourage work at the school pretzel store 
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Resources
Our pretzel and snack supplier is Tony, who owns and operates a route called A Twisted Taste – Where Being Fresh is Being Good
958 Edison Avenue

Bronx, NY 10465

Phone (718) 597-9295…cell (646) 996-4911


Our idea for selling pretzels came from learning of the origin of the pretzel, and the monk who devised its design around 610 A.D. The Latin word is “Pretiol,” which is Latin for little reward. It became a symbol of excellence in many accomplishments.”
32-key MACAW 3 and Big Blue Series

Zygo Industries, Inc.

P. O. Box 1008

Portland, OR 97207- 1008

Phone (503) 684-660

Fax (503) 684 –6011

USA/Canada (800) 234-6006 

Tech/ Talk 8x8 Advanced Multimedia Devices, Inc.

31 Watermill Lane

Great Neck, NY 11021-4234 

Phone (516) 466- 2288 

Fax (516) 466- 2435 

Recipe: Soft Pretzels 

http://www.foodnetwork.com 

Clipart: Clipart.com – royalty-free clipart, animations, web graphics, photos, images

http://www.clipart.com
Structuring Joint Action routines: 

A strategy for facilitating communication and language development in the classroom 
By Lee k. Snyder – McLean, P.H.D., Barbara Solomonson, MA, James E. McLean, PH.D, and Sara Sack, MA 

Bureau of Child Research, University of Kansas

Parsons Research Center Parsons Kansas

KS67357   
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Fill in the Blanks


· I am the coin that looks brown __________________

· We need this to buy things _____________________

· I am the biggest coin ________________

· I am the smallest coin _________________

· I am the medium-sized coin _______________

· I am made out of paper ________________

· This is how we write “one dollar” ___________

· This is how we write “ten cents” ___________

· This is how we write “one penny” ___________

· This is how we write “five cents” ___________

· This is how we write “twenty-five cents” _____________
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Soft Pretzels
Recipe courtesy Gale Gand

Recipe Summary

Prep Time: 30 Minutes



Cook Time: 20 Minutes

Yield: 20 Servings
2 tablespoons warm water, plus 1 1/3 cups warm water

1 package dry yeast

1/3 cup brown sugar

5 cups flour

1/2 cup baking soda

Kosher salt

Mustard, as an accompaniment

In a large mixing bowl, mix 2 tablespoons warm water with the yeast to dissolve it. Then stir in the remaining warm water and brown sugar. Place bowl in a mixer and using a dough hook, gradually add the flour and continue mixing until it forms a ball. Turn it out onto a work surface and knead the dough to make it smooth. Use enough flour on your work surface so the dough is not sticky.

Preheat oven to 475 degrees F.

Butter 2 sheet pans. Bring 2 quarts of water and the baking soda to boil in a large saucepan. Cut dough up into golf ball size pieces. Then roll them into 1/2-inch thick worms. Form a U then cross the ends, twisting at the middle. Fold the ends back down to meet the U (which is now an O) and press to secure the dough. Drop it into the boiling water for 30 seconds then fish it out and place it on the greased sheet pan. Sprinkle with kosher salt. Repeat with the rest of the dough. Bake for 8 minutes or until golden brown.
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                                     WORD SHEET
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Money          Dollar        Nickels      Dime      Penny





Quarter      $1.00     $0.10      $0.05     $0.01    $0.25 














