Here is a sample letter from a First Grade Class:









January 20, 2006

Dear Councilwoman Foster,

We are a first grade class at P.S. 204 on West 174th Street with a concern about our community. As our representative, we hope you can help.

The playground closest to our school on Maccombs Avenue and W 174th Street has a lot of broken equipment. Only 3 of the 9 swings work and there is little tanbark under the slides. It is a problem because kids can get hurt.  The equipment that is there isn’t very much fun because it is rusty and old. 

Kids need safe, clean parks to keep healthy and safe. Please help fix our park!

Sincerely,

Class 102

P.S. 204
Group work

1. Ask each student to sign the letter.

2. Direct students to draw pictures about your issue and decorate the letter with student work.

3. Affix a class picture to the letter. Be sure to include a return address.

4. Address the envelope and mail!

Share

Ask a few students to share how it feels to advocate for themselves. Discuss others situations students can advocate for their needs or the needs of someone else.

Below are some references to locate your elected officials:

Governor

Governor George E. Pataki

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

State Assembly

http://assembly.state.ny.us/mem/

New York City Council

http://www.nyccouncil.info/constituent/member_list.cfm

New York State Senate

http://www.senate.state.ny.us/sdlookup.nsf/Public_search?OpenForm

Congressional Representatives

Senator Charles Schumer

United States Senate

313 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-3201

Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton

United States Senate

476 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510-3203

House of Representative

http://www.house.gov/writerep/
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