The Tall Forests of Panama and the Channel Islands
The rainforests of Panama and the kelp forests of the Channel Islands in California have many similarities and differences.  

The Channel Islands’ kelp forests and Panama’s rain forests are similar in many ways.

The vegetation of the Panama  rain forests and the Channel Islands’ kelp forests grow fast and tall, reaching for energy from the sun.  They both have many diverse species relying on them for food and shelter.  In the rainforests, the rain washes dead leaves and animals from the upper stories to the forest floor where bacteria and other organisms, like foraging insects, eat them.  These insects are eaten by birds, which are then eaten by larger animals.  In the kelp forests, many invertebrates live in the kelp, like the kelp crab.  Sea birds float on top looking for food while sea lions feed on the fish.  In the end, sharks and whales eat these larger organisms.  Each ecosystem is a cycle that will repeat if left undisturbed.

The Channel Islands’ kelp forests and Panama’s rain forests are also different in many ways.  Rainforests live on land surrounded by air; kelp forests live in the sea, surrounded by water.  For these reasons, land forests are rigid, needing to support them and sea forests are flexible, swaying with the currents.  The trees of Panama have deep roots for nutrients and water, as well as support.  The kelp forests’ roots are solely for securing to rocks on the sea floor.  Both forests also support different types of organisms.

In the end though, the ecosystems of the Panama rainforests and Channel Islands kelp forests have more important things in common than not.  They both support a diverse group of organisms living on and around them.  Sadly, they both suffer from human and natural disruptions in the ecosystem.  They may be miles away from each other but are still very much tied together.  It is important that we learn more about them so that we can use them wisely as well as protect them from harm.
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POSTER CONCEPT
To show the similarities and differences between the kelp forests of the Channel Islands and the rain forests of Panama I would create a poster that shows the rainforest on the left side and the kelp forest on the right.  The sun would be at the top because they both grow towards the sun.  I’d show similarities by putting a canopy for the trees and then also having the kelp forest blades along the ocean surface.  I would have fish and other diverse animals in the kelp and birds and mammals in the rain forest.  My title would say something like, “Two Forests:  Alike and Different”. 
