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As with any research, you need to be a detective.  Useful and accurate information doesn’t grow on trees and simply fall into your lap.  You will need a plan, dedication, critical thinking, and patience (for every three things you look up, one may actually be useful).  You may be distracted by unhelpful information, not to mention other people, so stay focused!  Remember, this is your “baby” and you will be standing in front of the class with it.  Make it good!

1. BOOKS in the library under the following subjects:  marine life, oceans, Channel Islands, kelp forests, etc.

2. The INTERNET:  truly, this may be your best resource, if you use it smartly.  First of all, start with the websites listed below.  Once you’ve exhausted their information, look to see if they have “links” to other quality sites with marine organism information.  Also, if you use a “search engine” like Google (don’t forget the “image” search), use different combinations of words and phrases to track down what you’re looking for.  Again, you have to be a detective!

Try this excellent site and then search for your own information and images on Google:

1)  

http://www.ocean.com/Library/Encyclopedia/

About:  this is a new marine life “encyclopedia” about the National Marine Sanctuaries and the life they contain; you will need to search for your organism using the phylum it is part of; be sure to search the links given also (movies may require you to register with some info…do it). 

2) http://www.mbayaq.org/

About:  this is the home page for the Monterey Aquarium.  You should find the small “button” called “Field Guides” and click on the “Kelp Forest” button for a list of species you can click on.

3)

http://www.google.com/

About:  Only try this after you’ve exhausted the above two.  Use different combinations of words that relate to your organism and kelp forests; also, don’t forget about the Google “image” search for pictures and movies of your organism.

HINTS ABOUT “EXPLORING FOR INFORMATION”

1. Make a “map” by organizing your search:  put different topics on different note pages.

2. Record only the conceptual points; don’t copy anything, unless you are going to quote it

 
exactly!

3. Keep a record of exactly where you got information (use the provided “sources info” record)

4. Stay focused on what you are looking for, especially when using the internet…don’t end up

wandering and “adrift”.

5. Have fun learning!

USE THE BACK OF THIS SHEET TO RECORD WEBSITE ADDRESSES & BOOK NUMBERS
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