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Date:    ____________  Period:  ______

We have studied the biology of the kelp forest.   We have learned about the kelp alga touching upon the biology of the myriad marine organisms that thrive around, in, and on it.  I would like you to become an expert on one of these amazing creatures and then share your findings with the class as a whole.   You will gain your knowledge from personal experience, other experts, texts, and the internet.  You will share your knowledge through drawing, writing, speaking, and sculpting.  I urge you to embrace your organism whether you are familiar with it or not.  All creatures have an amazing life history and it’s the unsung organisms that are often the most fascinating.  Remember, the kelp ecosystem would begin to unravel if even one of its organisms were lost.  Let’s learn!

ELEMENTS of your project:

1. You will be creating a multimedia PowerPoint presentation showcasing the natural history of your kelp forest organism.  It will include sound (voice & music), both still and moving images, and accurate, researched text.  The following information must be included: 

a. Title, name, class, teacher’s name, date.

b. Common and scientific names of your organism. 

c. The kingdom, phylum, and genus-species classification names of your organism and how your organism fits in each group (characteristics it has that are similar to other members).

d. Geographic range and description of habitat (preferred home).

e. Your organism’s body design and how it is adapted (good for) its lifestyle (what it does).

f. Your organism’s behavior.

g. Your organism’s energy source/food, how it gets it, and its place in the food chain
h. How your organism reproduces.

i. The ecology of your organism (the role it plays in the kelp ecosystem).

j. Unique or interesting information about your organism.

k. Any unnatural threats to your organism’s survival.
l. Conclusion pointing out the unique aspects of your organism and its place in the kelp forest ecosystem.

m. List of sources of your information (citations).

2. An accurate pencil drawing of your organism with key features labeled (8.5x11 paper); this will be scanned and included in your PowerPoint presentation.

3. An accurate soft clay figurine of your organism for our classroom “kelp forest” diorama.

4. Presentation of your work to your colleagues.  

RESOURCES

You will be given access to our classroom and its supplies, the library, and the schools’ computers, peripherals, digital cameras, digital video recorders, and internet.

ASSESSMENT

The quality and success of your work will be assessed by you, your colleagues, and your teacher.

KELP FOREST ORGANISM PROJECT








