The Creative Process

Define the following in your own words:

Creativity _____________________________________________
Creative _______________________________________________

Process _______________________________________________
The Creative Process _____________________________________
______________________________________________________

I. Introduction - In art class we focus on creativity but rarely talk about what it is and why it is important.

What is creativity?

Are we all creative? (can we become more creative?)

How is creativity related to life?

What is a process?

What is the goal of the creative process?

The creative process equation   -
Idea + Action = Product




or 

   

Creative Thinking + Problem Solving = Learning


Is this process linear or circular?

II. Description of Project - This project consists of writing a two page creative story, 'deconstructing' the process involved in producing it, and focusing on learning as the ultimate goal.

III. What you have to turn in
1.  1/4 - 1/2 page written description of your initial idea and how you came up with it.

Due date - 
2.  1/4 - 1/2 page written description of your experience during the Action stage of your process. Due date-
3. 2 page completed creative story. Due date-
IV.
Homework - 1/2 page written reflection on your story and the path you took to get there.  Due date - 
The Creative Process - Step by Step

The Idea Stage 

I. How do you get a good idea?

A. What is the assignment / what are the 'givens'

B. What do you already know about the topic?

C. Outside influences - friends, books, films, walks…

D. Internal influences - thoughts, feelings, dreams…

E. Think outside the box.  Alternative viewpoints.

II. Choosing an idea.

A. Remember to make sure that your idea fits the lesson.

B. The idea should also express something about your self.

C. Commit to the idea.  This is a process that you need to see 

through to the end
so you need to be committed to it at the 

beginning.  You will be free to adapt and modify your idea 

during the action stage.

The Action Stage

I.  How do you begin?

A. Use your intuition.  You may have a sense of how the story 

proceeds.  Let the story lead you.

B. Choose the most direct path.  Remember, the goal now is to 

get started so find an entry place and dive in.


C.  Begin working. This is the time to let your imagination run.


     Allow yourself as much creative freedom as possible, you 


     can edit later.

D. Problem Solving - As you're working problems will arise.

Take them on one at a time; don't let them sap your motivation.  Try to see them as opportunities not obstacles.  

E. Keep working, this is part of the process.

F. Take a break.  Whether your stuck on a problem or not it is 

often a good idea to stop and do something else for a while.  Let your mind mull over the problem but don't force it.

G. Reflection - When you come back to your work try to look 

at it with "new eyes", evaluate your progress, think about its meaning and how well it fits the lesson.

H. Make any necessary changes, continue working toward 

completion.

I. Finish the damn thing.  This can be the most difficult stage, 

be patient, and stay focused.  Remember, learning is the ultimate goal.

Presentation stage

J. Creation doesn't happen in a vacuum, displaying and 

presenting your work is an essential part of the process.  

The information you provide helps the group to understand better and the feedback they provide helps you see your strengths and weaknesses, and reinforces the learning that you've achieved.

