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Program Outline and Overview

Target Student Age/Level

Help Save A Life! (Adopt A Sea Turtle) was implemented in a fourth grade class and can be modified using age- and performance-level-appropriate books.

Major Goals

The major goal of this program is to develop skills in reading, writing, speaking, computers, science, mathematics, applied learning, research, and group work through a real-life application.

Timeline

In order to complete this project, an educator needs approximately four weeks.

Week 1—research and creation of books

Week 2—writing correspondence and giving speeches

Week 3—creating donation containers and posters

Week 4—graphing results and submitting funds

Types of Assessment Used

Group work and the completion of each mini-project provide assessment tools.



Lesson 1 (1-2 periods)

Aim: How can we learn about sea turtles by using a variety of resources?


Objectives: Students will be able to:

-identify and use a variety of resources

-compare and contrast the resources they used

-work in groups to extract information

Advance Preparation: Obtain materials in advance and visit websites; ask students to bring in sea-turtle-related materials; identify and label each resource.

Materials: books, Internet websites, pictures, encyclopedia, and magazine articles on sea turtles

Vocabulary: resources, sea turtles, and encyclopedia

Procedure:

1. Inform students that they are going to be involved in an animal study: sea turtles.

2. Discuss the definition of nonfiction literature.

3. Complete a K-W-L chart with the class.

4. Organize the students into groups and provide each with the resources they need to research sea turtles.

5. Ask each group to obtain 2-3 facts from each resource.

6. Provide the class with ample time to complete their research.

7. Organize the students into groups and have each group research a different sea turtle, or the class can research one type of sea turtle.

Share: Allow students to share the information they obtained and discuss how the resources were similar and different.

Extension: Have students complete a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting a sea turtle with a land turtle.

Homework: Provide the students with a handout on the life cycle of a sea turtle and have them draw and label each step.



Lesson 2 (6-7 periods)

Aim: How can we create a book on sea turtles?

Objectives: Students will be able to:

-create a book on sea turtles

-learn the parts of a book (cover, title, author, table of contents, etc.)

Advanced Preparation: Determine the appropriate software program that could assist in making the book (PowerPoint, HyperStudio, Word Processing). Students can also create the books themselves using stapled pages. Create a sample book ahead of time.

Materials: books, Internet websites, pictures, encyclopedia, and magazine articles on sea turtles

Vocabulary: (names of software programs, if applicable), cover, title, table of contents

Procedure:

1. Inform students that they will create a book on sea turtles.

2. Provide the students with the outline of the book (cover, table of contents, What are sea turtles?, Where are they found?, life cycle, different types, reasons why they are endangered, etc.)

3. Display the teacher’s version of the book for students to view.

4. Create the cover together showing students how to draw, paste, or use pictures from the Internet.

5. Work on one page per period.

6. Demonstrate how to obtain the information needed for their books from their resources. 

Share: Allow students to share the page they created and discuss any positive or negative experiences. How did they overcome their challenges? 

Extension: Have students create an extra page on how people can help save sea turtles.

Homework: The educator can assign the research for each page to be completed at home rather than at school.



Lesson 3 (2-3 periods)

Aim: What is a business letter?

Objectives: Students will be able to:

-identify a business letter

-explain the purpose of a business letter

-identify the parts of a business letter

-identify a friendly letter

Advanced Preparation: Obtain copies of a business and friendly letter for each student.

Materials: business letters, friendly letters

Vocabulary: business letter, heading, inside address, salutation, greeting, body, closing, signature, friendly letter

Procedure:

1. Place students into groups and distribute a copy of each type of letter (business and friendly). Provide students with the name of each letter.

2. Ask each group to write down their observations for each letter using a Venn diagram.

3. Allow students to present their findings.

4. Discuss why we use business letters and explain the parts of a business letter.

5. Inform students that they will be writing business letters to an organization requesting information on how they can help save sea turtles.

6. Model how to write the letter on an overhead projector or chart paper. 

7. Ask each group to write their own letter.

Share: Allow each group to switch their business letter with another group for peer editing. Type/rewrite the final copy.

Homework: Give an example of a situation in which you would be required to use a business letter. Explain why.


Lesson 4 (1-2 periods)

Aim: How can I become an effective speaker?


Objectives: Students will be able to:

-provide speeches

-compare and contrast effective speeches

Advanced Preparation: Obtain videos or audios on two speakers (effective and ineffective).

Materials: videos or audios (if unavailable, provide speeches yourself), copies of short passages on different marine life organisms

Vocabulary: effective, ineffective, eye contact, volume, posture, appearance, tone, practice, notes, and timing

Procedure:

1. Inform students that part of their project to save a marine life animal will necessitate them being effective speakers. They need to learn how to create public awareness through public speaking.

2. Review the tips for public speaking with the class and have students identify why each is important.

3. Discuss how they can help each other as part of a group to become effective speakers. Be sure to explain how to offer suggestions without offending. (Offer a positive aspect of the speech followed by “It would be helpful if you could…”)

4. Organize the students into small groups and distribute a paragraph containing information on a different marine life animal to each group.

5. Provide them with time to read the material and then present it in their groups.

6. Have the group members provide feedback to each other.

7. Ask a few volunteers to make effective speeches to the class (using the passages provided).

8. Discuss ways in which students could improve.

9. Upon receiving correspondence from the organization, the groups should write a small speech entailing purpose, role of the public, how they can help (donations, etc.), some information on the organization they are working with, etc.  Allow each group member to write the part of the speech that they will present.

10. Edit speeches.

11. Rehearse in front of classmates before venturing out into the school community.
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Share: Allow students to share what they have learned about public speaking. How does speaking as part of a group compare to speaking on their own?

Extension: Allow students to research a marine life animal and present their information in the form of a speech. They can pretend they are the animal and tell about their life as the animal.
Homework: Why is it important to learn how to speak effectively?



Lesson 5 (2 periods)

Aim: How can we create donation containers?

Objectives: Students will be able to recycle. 

Advanced Preparation: Ask students to bring in small containers, which will be used to collect donations.

Materials: old containers, colored markers/pencils, paper scissors, and copies of sea turtle pictures

Vocabulary: recycle

Procedure:

1. Inform students that today they will learn how to recycle containers.

2. Discuss the benefits of recycling (for the environment).

3. Demonstrate how to decorate containers using paper, pictures, writing, etc.

4. Write and create key phrases that will be written on the containers. Be sure to explain to the students that their writings and pictures should relate to sea turtles.

5. Distribute materials and containers for students to decorate.

6. Store containers and place in classrooms after providing speeches. Donation containers should be collected daily to chart the amount of money collected each day.

Share: Allow students to walk around the room and view the work of their peers.

Extension: Students can create captivating posters to display around the school.

Homework: Think of other ways in which you can recycle objects in your home.




Lesson 6 (2 periods)

Aim: How can we use a bar graph to represent data?

Objectives: Students will be able to:

-identify the parts of a graph

-read, display, and create data

Advanced Preparation: Create a prepared graph on chart paper.

Materials: graph paper, rulers, colored pencils, chart of money collected (lesson 5)

Vocabulary: bar graph, title, label, interval, horizontal, and vertical

Procedure:

1. Display the teacher-created graph and discuss the purpose of a bar graph and its parts.

2. Inform students that they will use a bar graph to display the amount of money collected on each day.

3. Model how to label and create the bar graph.

4. Organize students into groups and have them copy and complete the bar graph on a sheet of graph paper.

5. Allow each group to create 2-3 questions for another group to solve.

Share: Each group will share their graph and present questions for their peers to solve.

Extension: Ask the groups to determine what would happen if one of the parts (title, labels, etc.) were missing. 

Homework: Obtain data from the class regarding their favorite pet, color, or sneaker.  Provide the class with the data and have them create a graph at home. 

Follow-Up Activity: Review the amount of money collected and mail it to the selected organization.



Resource List

Books

Sea Turtles by Gail Gibbons

Sea Turtles of the World by Doug Perrine

Sea Turtles by Emilie U. Lepthien

Sea Turtles by Sally Dunbier

Sea Turtles by Lorraine A. Jay and John F. McGee

Sea Turtles by Martha E. Rustad and Gail Saunders-Smith

Sea Turtles by Don Patton

Sea Turtles by Frank Staub

Web Links

www.orca-live.net
www.yahooligans.com/Science_and_Nature/Living_Things/Animals/Reptiles_and Amphibians/Turtles/Sea_Turtles/
www.cresli.org/cresli/turtles/seaturts.html
www.fpl.com/environment/endangered/contents/sea_turtles_overview.shtml#TopOfPage
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/prot_res/PR3/Turtles/turtles.html
www.npca.org/marine_and_coastal/marine_wildlife/seaturtles.asp 



www.mote.org/~jerris/rehab/turtles1.phtml
www.nationalgeographic.com/ngkids/9911/turtle/
www.turtles.org
www.turtletime.org/index_frame.htm
Images

http://www.nwf.org/ecards/images/loggerheadseaturtle_2712_chuckripper_sm.jpg
http://www.bermudashorts.bm/map/images/turtle.gif
software

AppleWorks 

PowerPoint
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