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Program Overview

   Inquiring Minds Want to Know...  is a social studies-based non-fiction writing project celebrating Women’s History Month through interviews with selected female educators in our school.  Children’s skills in reading and writing non-fiction are developed while their knowledge of the role of women in history is enhanced.  Work in oral and written communication is included and students are encouraged to use critical thinking to develop thoughtful interview questions.  After arranging and conducting the interview, they turn responses into readable narratives, ending, finally, with a detailed written portrait of their subjects.  A celebration of the completion of this work includes sharing these unique interviews with the school community.  Each day during Women’s History Month, a student reads portions of his/her interview highlighting a special teacher over the loud speaker during Opening Exercises.

Target Student Level:

This program was implemented in third grade but is appropriate for any level from Grade 2 up.

Major Goals:

To develop children’s skills in reading, writing, listening and speaking through study of the interview genre.

To increase students’ ability to think critically.

To develop youngsters’ awareness of the role of women in history and in today’s world.

To increase children’s skill in word processing and to use computers to produce an original book.

Timeline:

This project can be completed in about a month, doing one or two lessons a week.  It can be condensed or stretched out, depending on the time parameters.  Work on the interview genre can be done as a unit of study in Writer’s Workshop, as I did it, or as a separate piece in a social studies project.

Types of Assessment Used:

Teacher’s observation 

Writing rubrics 
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Lesson #1  Exploring the Interview Genre (45 minutes)

Aim:  To explore the interview genre; to develop understanding of the parts of an interview and how they are conducted

Motivation:  Model a question/answer session between two adults

Materials:  Copies of interview with Eric Carle.  (Any interview will do.)

Procedure:

1.  Ask, “What did you notice about the conversation we just had.  List noticings.

2.  Discuss how an interview differs from an ordinary conversation.

3.  Distribute copies of the Eric Carle (or similar) interview.  Children will work in pairs to identify the elements in this piece that make it an interview.

4.  Have children share ideas.

Follow-up:  Ask children to watch a segment of 60 Minutes  and to be able to tell how this program was unlike other shows that they usually watch.
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Lesson #2 Questioning (45 minutes)

Aim:  To develop skill in questioning; to enable students to differentiate between “inside and outside” questions.

Motivation:  Model a Q and A session in which some question evoke a yes/no response and others generate a narrative.

Materials:  Chart paper

Procedure:

1.  List the questions asked in the modeled Q and A session.

2.  Have the children discuss which questions they thought were the best ones and why.  Children will come to understand that good questions encourage talk.  These kinds of questions we can call “inside” questions. The talk generated by inside questions gives us the material we need to write an interview.  Yes/no questions are called “outside” questions. 

3.  Ask students to write one question that would encourage talk.  Have them try out their question on their partners.

4.  After trying their questions, have children share and tell whether their question was an inside one or an outside one.  Add these questions to the chart.

Follow-Up:  Write one more “inside” interview question.
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Lesson #3  Sequencing Questions (two 45 minute periods)

Aim:  To develop children’s ability to determine the sequence of possible questions to ask during an interview.

Motivation:  Presentation of questions written for homework. (Follow-up to Lesson 2)

Materials:  Chart paper

Procedure:

Day 1

1.  Children will decide whether questions presented are truly inside questions.  Add them to the chart created previously.

2.  Revisit the chart.  Label each inside question with the letter “I” and each outside question with “O”.  (The teacher will later rewrite the chart, making separate ones for inside and outside questions.)

Day 2

3.  Referring to the list of inside questions, discuss, “What questions would you ask at the beginning of an interview?  Have children justify their answers.  Label those “B” for beginning.

4.  Continue with middle and end of interview questions and label the chart accordingly.

Follow-up:  Have children choose one beginning, one middle and one end question and interview someone in their house.  Have them write a brief evaluation of whether their questions evoked good narratives and were therefore truly inside questions.

*NOTE:  Though it was not an issue in our project, another lesson might be spent on appropriateness of questions and matching questions to interviewee.
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Lesson # 4  Letter Writing 

Aim:  To use shared writing to develop a letter requesting an interview;  to review correct friendly letter format.

Motivation:  Ask children how it feels to be interrupted in the middle of a task as though what you’re doing is not important.   Turn and talk to your partner about this.

Materials:  Chart paper

Procedure:

1.  Discuss the idea that you need to give notice to people if you want them to do something for you.  Relate to importance of notifying interviewee in advance of your wish to interview her.

2.  Using shared writing, develop a friendly letter (modeling correct letter form) requesting an interview.  Make sure the letter includes time, place and the reason for the interview.

3.  Have students copy the letter, filling in the appropriate information for the teacher they plan to interview.

Follow-up:  Each child will deliver his/her letter to their prospective subject.
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Lesson #5  Note Taking

Aim:  To develop children’s skill in note taking.

Motivation:  Ask, “Is it possible to write down every word that the interview says in response to each of your questions?  Have child explain why or why not.   (Children will conclude that they can’t write fast enough to take down all of the words.)

Materials:  Chart paper, paper and pencil for each child.

Procedure:

1.  Model an interview.  Have the teacher ask a question and show how she jots down the essential words or phrases.

2.  The teacher asks a second question.   Children will write down the important words or phrases on their papers.

3.  Ask a child to share his/her notes with the class.  The teacher will write his/her words and phrases on a chart and try to reconstruct the narrative based on the notes.  (Not  all words and phrases will be used to reconstruct the narrative.  The children will see that not all notes are important to hold on to a story.)

4.  The teacher will ask one more question to the interviewee while the children take notes. Have students work with a partner to reconstruct the narrative based on their notes.

Follow-up:  Select one question.  Ask it of someone at home.  Take notes on their response.   In class on the next day, have students write the narrative based on their notes.
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Lesson # 6   Making Thoughtful Decisions  (45 minutes)

Aim:  To teach children to make thoughtful decisions when choosing interview questions.

Motivation:  Do a Think Aloud.  Say, “If I were to interview Miss_______, which beginning (middle, end) questions would be good to ask her?  Which do I think would generate her best stories?

Materials:  Charts of questions, blank chart paper divided into six boxes, two labeled “b” for beginning, two labeled “m” for middle, two “e” for ending, a piece of 11x17 paper for each child that has been divided into six boxes.

	b
	m
	e

	b
	m
	e


Procedure:

1.  Continue theThink Aloud.  As the teacher decides which questions would make the best story, she writes them on the six-part chart. 

2.  Discuss the need to think about the teacher they are interviewing then they make their choices of questions.

3.  Have children choose one question they plan to use in their interview.  Say, “Turn to your partner and tell him/her why you selected that particular question. 

4.  Have children fill in the rest of their own interview question chart.

5.  Ask them to select one of their questions as ask it of their partners to see if they get an “inside story.”

Follow-up:  Students conduct their interviews.
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Lesson # 7 Writing the Interview  (minimum of 7 days)

Aim:  To use the Writers Workshop model to have children draft, revise, edit and publish their interviews.

Mini-lessons:

1.  Organizing your questions and answers so they make sense.

2.  Writing a good lead; how to get the reader hooked on your interview.

3.  Writing effective transitions for beginning, middle and ending questions and responses.

4.  Words to use to made your questions and answers sound like a conversation.  (Show a short clip of an interview from 60 Minutes or similar show and discuss what makes it “conversation-like.”

5.  Revision:   Rethinking questions that did not lead to good responses (a story); looking back at notes to see if there is anything to add.

6. Editing:  Learning the conventions of writing dialogue.

7.  Proofreading:  Checking for errors.
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Lesson # 8 Publishing the Interview  (minimum of 5 days)

Aim:  To use our wireless iBook Lab to teach students to use Appleworks and digital cameras to publish their interviews.

Mini-lessons:

1.  Reminding ourselves about the rules for using laptops; reviewing word processing skills learned in the Computer Lab including cut and paste, spell check, tabs, etc.

2.  Learning to use a digital camera; taking interviewee’s picture; placing the picture within the text.

3.  Designing our books:  selecting fonts, deciding on size and spacing, making covers.

NOTE: After the books are published,  have some students read their books over the intercom in celebration of their work and of Women’s History month.
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My interview was 

completed on time.

I took notes during the 

interview and only 

wrote the important 

words.

I asked more than two 

beginning, two middle 

and two ending inside 

questions

I varied the way I 

began all of my 

questions and 

answers.

My spelling is 

perfect

I used quotation 

marks around 

dialogue

I proofread my 

interview to make sure 

it made sense

My interview was 

completed on time.

I took some good

 notes but I wrote  too 

much during the 

interview

I asked two beginning, 

two middle and two 

ending questions

I varied the way I 

began most of my 

questions and 

answers

I used quotation 

marks around

 dialogue

I proofread my 

interview to make sure 

it made sense.

My spelling is 

perfect

My interview one or 

two days late,

I tried to write down 

every word during 

the interview and 

missed some big 

ideas  

My notes weren’t 

clear.

I asked fewer than 

two beginning, 

middle and ending 

questions.

I didn’t ask enough 

questions to write an 

interview

 The wording of my 

questions and 

answers did not have 

much variety.

There were some 

spelling errors in my 

interview

I sometimes 

forgot to use 

quotation marks 

around dialogue.

I didn’t proofread 

carefully so my 

interview did not 

always make sense.

I didn’t vary the 

wording of my 

questions and 

answers.

My interview 

contained many 

spelling errors.

I didn’t use 

quotation marks 

around dialogue.

I didn’t proofread 

my interview.

My interview was 

more than two days 

late.


Sample of a Letter of Introduction

Dear Ms. ___________,


My name is ____________ and I’m in class ___________.   Our class is interviewing female teachers in P.S.__________ in honor of Women’s History Month. I chose you to interview because _______________ ______________________________________________________.


What would be a good time for me to interview you and where would be a good place for us to meet? The interview will take about 20 to 25 minutes. Please select a time, place and date before ______________.









Sincerely,









_______________

Date:____________

Time:___________

Place:___________

Possible Inside Questions

Why did your parents name you _________?

Tell me about your family when you were growing up.

What is your favorite childhood memory? Why?

How would you describe PS 206 to a new teacher in the school?

What made you choose to become a teacher?

Compare how your teaching has changed from when you first started to how you teach now?

Summarize what you like about teaching.

Predict what class you think you will have next year. Why?

Explain what you like to do in your free time
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