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Program Outline and Overview 
 
Grade Levels and Population:  The students selected for this project included thirty 
eighth graders. The program is appropriate for grades seven through twelve. Teachers can 
build on this program by using different organizations that responded to the terrorist 
attacks of September 11, 2001. Alternatively, the same literacy skills can be taught by 
adapting the program to a major social issue.  

 
 
Major Goals and Overview: My initial goal at the beginning of this project was to help 
students discover things that really matter to them . I started by sharing my own writing 
about volunteer work at Nino Vendrone’s Restaurant in which I was involved. The 
student response was overwhelming and completely unanticipated. The students wrote 
me letters in their journals and asked questions about Nino Vendrone and his restaurant 
that fed workers at Ground Zero. They were persistent.  
 
The instructional purpose of this program is to encourage students to write and think 
critically about things in their community that impact and interest them. The ELA 
performance standards this program supports include: 
E1c. Demonstrate familiarity with a variety of informational materials 
E1d. Demonstrate familiarity with a variety of public documents 
E2a. Produce a report of information 
E3c. Prepare and deliver a presentation 
E4a. Demonstrate an understanding of the rules of the English language in written and 
oral work 
E5a. Respond to non-fiction writing using interpretive and critical processes  
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Lesson Plan I:  Writers’ Workshop 
Aim: To introduce intriguing, motivating topics in writers’ workshop. 

To create a sense of community and empathy. 
 
Materials: sketch journal 
 
Procedure: In an effort to encourage my eighth graders to write and think about things 
that really matter to them, I use my sketch journal – a collection of my writing, 
newspaper clippings, photos, and sketches–to model one way of responding to life in a 
notebook. Some of this unedited writing includes opinions, poetry, wondering, theories, 
predictions, letters, quick writes, and rough drafts. 
1. I read excerpts from my sketch journal, which described some experiences in my 

volunteer work at Nino’s Restaurant. 
2. The next step is to challenge students to learn about an issue in their community that 

interests them.  (In the case of my project, students focused on organizations that 
provided relief for victims of the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001.) 

3. Conduct a 3-5 minute free write wherein students brainstorm topics in their sketch 
journals. 

4. Monitor responses as student in small groups share ideas, and record main idea after 
class. (You will need to collect sketch journals to get all these responses; it’s not 
possible to record all responses during class.) 

5. Praise students for their concentration in writing and tell them how the writers’ 
workshop will proceed:  
A. Next class, each student will get a word-processed list of student-generated 

ideas of possible funds/organizations to learn about more. 
B. Cooperative groups will form to work on a project that they will research and 

present to a large audience. Ideally, there will be three or fewer groups working 
on a community issue in the neighborhood to ensure field trips to the site if 
appropriate.   
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Lesson II: Creating Questions  
 
Aim: To formulate relevant pertinent questions for project 
 
Procedure:  
 Background information: 
Students have researched for information through observation, reading newspapers and 
periodicals, and perhaps even gathering information from local news reports on television 
and radio.  They are prepared with background information on their topic.  The teacher 
has a three-column chart set up for the class with the following headings:   
Things I Know Things I Wonder Possible Resources for 

Inquiry 
 

1.  Model on chart paper a list of three significant examples of “Things I Know” 
about my selected organization (Nino’s Restaurant). 
2.  For each example, use facts and questions that encourage the researcher to 
utilize different resources to ascertain answers. For example, consider these ideas 
for the chart: 

Things I Know: Nino’s Restaurant is downtown Manhattan and is not open to the public. 
 
Things I wonder: Why doesn’t management allow people to pay to eat there?  Is this 
discrimination? 
 
Possible sources for inquiry: Newspaper articles, Nino’s 9/11 fund web site (hard copy). 
Read aloud Nino’s mission statement and ask students to answer why the restaurant is 
closed to the public. (Nino’s Restaurant serves workers at Ground Zero free of charge 
and provides a supportive, caring atmosphere.) 
 
Model important, not just interesting, facts.  Develop logical questions as you think 
aloud.  Explain why your sources are effective. This encourages students to gather and 
understand a substantial amount of information and reduces the risk of an ill-prepared 
interview.   
 
3.  Instruct students to copy the chart into their sketch journals. In small groups, students 
will fill in the information. As you monitor graph work, encourage students to take turns, 
volunteer contributions, respond appropriately to comments and questions, and clarify or 
expand on ideas. 
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4. After students have had guided practice in class, they will continue this writing for 
homework. Ask students to be prepared with a substantial amount of information in their 
charts for next writers’ workshop. 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 
 

Honoring 
Our 

Heroes 



 
  
  

The Nino’s Restaurant 9/11 Fund  
Marianne Gavin 
M.S. 131 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Lesson Plan III: Presenting Projects in a Creative Way 
 
Aim: To create an organizing structure appropriate to purpose, audience, and context of 
project. 
 
Possible Materials: Cardboard Assorted markers 

Scissors photos 
Clay  paint   

    Mixed mediums 
 
Procedure:  

1. Tell students you want to brainstorm creative ways to respond to Nino’s 
Restaurant. Distribute handouts and explain your thumbnail sketches, writing 
genres, and ideas. 

2. Ask students to work individually or in groups using their sketch journals to 
record ideas. Give them class time to draw and write plans. Encourage them to 
work on the class project after school. Provide more class time on other days for 
students to arrange, assemble, and create visual aids. 

 
 
Extending Activities: 
Students need class time to create the components of their presentation: various writing, 
artwork or replicas, computer-generated images, musical selections, etc. 
In addition, students may need to visit their project site to record more information. 
Digital and conventional devices can be very effective in making the research experience 
and presentation memorable.  
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Lesson Plan IV:  Organizing Information for Presentations: Sequencing 
 
Aim: To practice the sequence of the presentation to ensure effectiveness. 
 
Materials: sketch journals 
 
Procedure: 
1. Use a typical or recent school assembly event as an example of sequencing. List the 
events arbitrarily and ask students to order them. (Example: The assistant principle asks 
all students to quiet down and pay attention. The principle introduces the dean and thanks 
him for his valuable program on the discipline code. The dean welcomes students and 
reads part of the student handbook. A short film is shown. The audience asks questions. 
The dean answers the questions…) 
 
2. Instruct students to work in their sketch journals to record ideas. Working in their 
groups, students should examine all the parts of their presentation and order them in a 
logical way. A few factors they need to consider include: stage set-up space, equity in 
taking turns speaking, an appropriate time to dim lights for video/slide show/ 
presentations, and the most effective way to introduce and conclude presentations. 
Students will discover more considerations for sequencing presentations especially if they 
include skits or require closer interaction with the audience.  
 
3. Students also need to practice in the space they will use for the presentation. Facilitate 
the seating arrangement. Encourage students to project their voices or use microphones to 
make presentations run smoothly. 
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Lesson Plan V: Organizing Information for Presentations: Memory Aids 
 
Aim: To use notes or other memory aids to structure presentations. 
 
Materials:   index cards   sketch journals 

 overhead projector transparencies 
 pens    pencils 
 thin markers 

 
Procedure:  

Background information: 
Students are usually familiar with the concept of using index cards to present 
information. They need practice reading from the cards so they look at the audience most 
of the time and the cards once in a while. The two skills the students need are the ability 
to write briefly on the cards and familiarity with the script. 

1. Prepare overhead transparencies before class by drawing lines on them to look 
like an index card. As an example, write the entire script of one groups’ introduction on 
the transparency. Use no abbreviations, shorthand, or bullets/lists. Embellish it a bit so it 
is wordy. 

2. Show the prepared example. After you read it aloud, ask students, “Will a 
wordy script help you speak more easily in front of an audience?” 

3. Tell students about a more effective way to organize way to organize their 
notes: using cue cards written in shorthand with key words and practicing the script. 

4. Model the way you would normally abbreviate or shorten the first line of the 
student example. Ask students to help you shorten the remainder of the cue card. 

5. Show students how you can memorize parts of the cue cards by practicing 
aloud. Encourage them to practice after they have only key words or main ideas on their 
index cards. 
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Lesson Plan III handout 
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Photo taken by a student at Nino’s Restaurant 
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Resources 
 
Many articles were taken from The New York Post and The Daily News. 

Students used camcorders, cameras, and Microsoft PowerPoint. 

Various web sites (including Ninos911.org) were utilized. 

Workers, both volunteer and paid, were interviewed by students. 
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