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Dear Colleagues:

For almost 25 years, Teachers Network has awarded IMPACT II grants to over 50,000 teachers throughout the
New York City public schools. In 1998, we supplemented our program offerings with the launch of TeachNet,
a grants and networking program designed to encourage the dissemination and adaptation of web-based
curriculum units. This year, we have also begun offering IMPACT II Ready-Set-Tech grants. It is with great
pride that we present this catalog of award-winning IMPACT II and TeachNet curriculum units.

The projects showcased on these pages represent the creativity and commitment of New York City public
school teachers. Teachers with innovative ideas for lesson plans that they have developed in their class-
rooms have received IMPACT II Disseminator grants, to help them package their ideas for dissemination to
other teachers. Similarly, teachers who integrate the Internet into their curriculum have received TeachNet
grants to publish their curriculum units on the web for other teachers to adapt for their classes. The follow-
ing pages profile the exemplary curriculum programs developed by our 2003-2004 IMPACT II and TeachNet
grant recipients. Each profile features information about how to adapt the program in your own classroom,
including staff and materials required, teacher contact information, and other helpful hints.

Major funding for IMPACT II grants has been provided through the generosity of the AT&T Foundation and
the Pfizer Foundation.  Additional support is provided by J.P. Morgan Chase, Verizon, and Con Edison. Major
funding for TeachNet grants has been provided through the generosity of the AT&T Foundation and the
Atlantic Philanthropies. All of these organizations recognize the importance of supporting teachers who
produce creative ideas and design excellent curriculum models to improve student achievement in their
classrooms.

We hope you find this year’s award-winning programs as exciting as we do. For more detailed information
on how to use these programs for your own classroom, we encourage you to contact the Disseminator
teacher. Also, if you are interested in receiving an IMPACT II Ready-Set-Tech grant, we urge you to apply.
Information on this program—as well as an online application—can be found on our web site at: 
www.teachersnetwork.org/calendar. Finally, if you want to learn more about our organization or would like
to network with and among the thousands of teachers representing our 25 nationwide and worldwide affili-
ates, we encourage you to visit our #1 award-winning education web site:  www.teachersnetwork.org.

We extend our deepest congratulations to our 2003-2004 IMPACT II and TeachNet award-winning teachers.
We hope the examples profiled in this catalog provide the foundation for teachers throughout New York
City to continue producing and adapting innovative and excellent curriculum projects to improve student
achievement.

Yours sincerely,

Ellen Dempsey Peter A. Paul Sandy Scragg
President & CEO Director of Programs & Personnel Director of TeachNet
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Teachers Network is a non-profit education organization that has

been working for more than 20 years to support and connect

innovative teachers through grants and networking opportunities

in the areas of curriculum, leadership, policy, and new media.

With headquarters in New York City, the Teachers Network com-

munity of educators is linked nationwide by 25 affiliated organi-

zations including education foundations, public school systems,

and several state education departments that have adopted

Teachers Network programs. Teachers Network has two interna-

tional affiliates—TeachNet Ireland and TeachNet London.

Teachers Network’s mission is to provide teachers with the knowl-

edge and skills to become leaders in their classrooms and

schools, thereby improving student learning and achievement.

For more about the services and opportunities available through

Teachers Network, please visit our award-winning website—

created by teachers, for teachers: www.teachersnetwork.org. 
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➤ HOW IT WORKS
Broadway Bound Books allows students to exercise
and integrate many different skills in one project. Stu-
dents select a book that they enjoy reading, and then
write, publish, and present a program about the book
as if it were a Broadway play. This program follows the
format of Playbill magazine. Students plan for a publi-
cation by extracting the information from the book they
read. The program encourages them to look beyond the
written materials and gain insight into an author’s
thoughts. It exposes them to the many steps and
aspects of publishing, such as illustrations, publishers,
copyright dates, and other credits. The teacher presents
a sample publication and discusses the parts with the
students. They are given a guide to analyze their book
by stating its themes, settings, and plots. 

The different sections found in Playbill each develop
a different skill. The Critic’s Corner helps them form
their opinions of the book and share their impressions 
in writing. In class, they learn the figurative and 
literal aspects of language such as simile, metaphor,
hyperbole, alliteration, personification, idiom, and 
onomatopoeia. They search for these literary elements
in the books they choose and provide examples for
them. Who’s Who In the Cast enables them to analyze
and critique the main character, the supporting char-
acters, the antagonists, and the protagonists of the
story. In the back of their program, they create their
own advertisement for the publication. They study
advertising strategies by researching magazine and
newspaper ads. Finally, they present their publication
to other teachers and classes to practice their presen-
tation and public speaking skills. The students viewing
the presentation fill out evaluation forms in a positive
tone to encourage and praise their efforts for future
improvement.

➤ THE STUDENTS
The students participating in this program are in a
transitional ESL class. It can easily be adapted in any
level of fourth through ninth grades and may be used
with large or small groups.

➤ THE STAFF
Roza Ng has taught the Bilingual/ESL population at
M.S. 131 for 16 years. This is the first year she imple-
mented this program.

➤ WHAT YOU NEED
Required materials include a collection of Playbill mag-
azines, a variety of books, art supplies (including scis-
sors, glue sticks, color pencils, and watercolor paint),
computers with printers, 81⁄2” by 11” computer paper
folded in half, and a video camera with videotape.

➤ OVERALL VALUE
Broadway Bound Books calls upon the students to
exercise multiple skills such as reading, writing, organ-
ization, editing, commentary, book reviewing, character
analysis, publishing, art, advertising, oral presentation,
and evaluation. The program helps the students meet
Language Arts and ESL standards while enabling them
to be creative and expand their thinking beyond the
reading material. It also helps them to formulate an
opinion and to develop a sense of pride in their accom-
plishments.
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Broadway Bound Books

CURRICULUM AREAS
Language Arts
ESL
Art
Technology

GRADES
4-9

MORE INFORMATION
Roza Ng
Dr. Sun Yat Sen-M.S. 131
100 Hester Street
New York, NY  10002

Phone: (212) 219-1204
Fax:     (212) 925-6386

rozang123@yahoo.com

Principal: Jane Lehrach

➤ HOW IT WORKS
Authors Alive: Students’ Twist on Famous Works is a
thematic English/Language Arts program that incorpo-
rates the use of technology. To reach all components of
a balanced literacy unit, various strategies are imple-
mented using books by Eric Carle and Lois Ehlert.
Strategies include read-alouds, reading and listening
comprehension, sentence structure, sequencing, char-
acter development, and setting. During one such les-
son, the students listen to The Hungry Caterpillar by
Eric Carle. They then retell the story, with illustrations
from the book as a guide. Retelling the story helps in
the sequencing activity that follows. The students have
previously learned what sequencing is and apply their
knowledge to this story. They then focus on the begin-
ning, middle, and end of the story, and are asked to use
their imagination to alter the story and create a new
one as a class. The skills they learned are then applied
to their individual stories. For their final project, the
students create a story of their own based on the works
of Eric Carle or Lois Ehlert. With computer assistance
and a little imagination, they ultimately complete and
publish their own book.

➤ THE STUDENTS
Thirteen students of various academic levels partici-
pate in this program. Although this program has been
developed for students with disabilities, it can be used
with children of all ability levels. Within the classroom,
students are given the opportunity to work on their
books in large groups and also work independently dur-
ing scheduled time in the writing center. The students
practice using the Internet, KidPix, Clipart, and Board
Maker programs during biweekly computer classes.
They also continue to develop their keyboarding skills.
Adapted books along with small-group and individual
read-alouds ensure exposure and understanding of the
text by all students regardless of functioning level.

➤ THE STAFF
Camille Blake has been a teacher at P.S. 176 for the
past four years. She received her master’s degree in
Special Education from the College of New Rochelle.
Stefanie Pavelka has been teaching for the past three
years. They have developed and adapted curriculum to
meet the academic and social needs for students with
autism. Serving on the Literacy, Math, and Science
committees has allowed them to work with administra-
tion and other staff members to better serve the needs
of their students. 

➤ WHAT YOU NEED
The program requires several computers with Internet
access software (KidPix, Clipart, Board Maker), a print-
er, multiple copies of books by Eric Carle and Lois
Ehlert, a video camera, videotape, paper, pencils,
markers, crayons, scissors, glue, camera, film, and
laminating paper.

➤ OVERALL VALUE
By incorporating books and technology, Authors Alive:
Students’ Twist on Famous Works gives students the
opportunity to use their imaginations in a new way. In
publishing their own books and presenting them to an
audience, the students feel a sense of pride and
accomplishment.

CURRICULUM AREAS
Literacy
Technology

GRADES
2-6

MORE INFORMATION
Stefanie Pavelka & Camille
Blake
P.S. 176X @ P178
850 Baychester Avenue
Bronx, NY  10475

Phone: (718) 904-5572
Fax:     (718) 904-5753

spavelka21@aol.com
cablake@yahoo.com

Principal: Rima Ritholtz

Authors Alive: Students’ Twist 
on Famous Works
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➤ HOW IT WORKS
Our Beautiful Rain Forest is presented over a period of
one month. It is conducted in a cooperative learning
atmosphere and involves the use of technology, art, sci-
ence, language arts, and mathematics. The children
plant seeds, learn how plants survive in the atmos-
phere, nurture their plants, and then take them home.
They study trees and how they are beneficial to people
and the environment. A National Geographic CD about
the rain forest is introduced as whole class instruction.
Later, the students pair off to work together. They are
assigned computer time to access the Internet and
research relevant topics. The class also works in groups
to create posters that are placed in the hallways of
their school. In one activity, the class creates a diorama
of the rain forest using shoeboxes and recycled card-
board from paper towel rolls. They also use old maga-
zines to cut out things that belong and live in the rain
forest. This material is used to make a collage. They are
also shown articles about people in California who
helped save the redwood trees. The children choose
animals of the rainforest that they like, perform
research, and do book reports. The students also pres-
ent a play that is adapted from a story concerning the
saving of the rain forest.

➤ THE STUDENTS
This program was designed for a third grade class with
25 students who range from struggling to above-aver-
age intelligence. Many of these children have moved
here from other countries. This study of the rainforest
can very easily be adapted to fourth and fifth grade
studies by permitting more extensive research on peo-
ple who have tried to save the rainforest, and on ani-
mals that are or may become extinct.

➤ THE STAFF
Clemencia Saleeby is an elementary school teacher and
has been teaching for six years. She has been doing
this program for two years.

➤ WHAT YOU NEED
Required materials include one computer that has
Internet access and is located in an area of the class-
room where everyone can see the monitor. This is nec-
essary when introducing the National Geographic CD to
the students. Also required is a social studies book, The
Greek Kapok Tree, paper supplies for creating projects,
and materials for experiments on runoff. 

➤ OVERALL VALUE
Our Beautiful Rain Forest is a fun program. Children
love to play the National Geographic CD and are very
excited about doing research on the Internet. They also
love to create dioramas and experiment.  They work
cooperatively and learn to share and listen to one
another. Performing a play and inviting their peers and
parents also contributes to their feelings of self-worth.
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Our Beautiful Rain Forest 

CURRICULUM AREAS
Technology
Science

GRADE
3

MORE INFORMATION
Clemencia Saleeby
P.S. 170-The Lexington School
7109 6th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY  11209

Phone: (718) 748-0333
Fax:     (718) 921-6351

clemiesaleeby@aol.com

Principal: Christina Tettonis

➤ HOW IT WORKS
Native New Yorkers are not always as familiar with
what their city has to offer as the millions of tourists
who visit daily. The same can also be said for students.
New York City Sites is a technology-driven 
program about New York City supported by a Social
Studies and Language Arts curriculum. The students,
through the use of the Internet, go on virtual tours of
some of the city’s most popular sites, obtaining infor-
mation that will be used to create new brochures for
future visitors. The first step is for the students to
familiarize themselves with the Internet. They learn to
log on, access a search engine (google.com), and
search for pictures on the site they have chosen to
explore. Once the students acquire this basic skill, they
learn to copy, paste, and save in Microsoft Word so they
can easily retrieve their found information. The search
is guided by an Information Response Sheet that asks
for specific data: location, architect, construction
dates, etc. The students also list five facts about their
site that they find interesting. After all the information
has been collected, the students place it into a
brochure format using a template created by the
teacher in Print Shop 5.0 that is then loaded on each
computer so they can work at their own pace.

➤ THE STUDENTS
There were 12 special education students (12:1:1) par-
ticipating in this program. They visited the computer
lab twice a week. The computer skills were easily
learned by most of the students. The research end of
the project that involved acquiring information chal-
lenged the students to use their literacy skills. Their lit-
eracy efforts were reinforced by the teacher and the
paraprofessional responsible for the project. This proj-
ect can be easily adapted to all age levels and abilities.

➤ THE STAFF
Susan Naclerio has been a Special Education teacher
at the Bronx Occupational Training Center, P721X, for
the past 20 years. She has a master’s degree in Special
Education from the University of Virginia. She has
enhanced her teaching skills by completing courses at
Boston College and Columbia University Teacher’s Col-
lege and through district and in-house workshops.

➤ WHAT YOU NEED
This program requires a computer with Internet access,
printers, ink cartridges, software programs Print Shop
5.0 (or an updated version) and Microsoft Word, work-
sheets provided by the teacher, and brochure paper.

➤ OVERALL VALUE
New York City Sites is a very effective tool in engaging
students in a project that uses the computer not only
as a vehicle to obtain information but also to advance
self-learning through the Internet. By using technology,
the students are able to acquire a more in-depth
understanding of their site through both textural and
visual sources. The culminating activity—creating
brochures—allows the students to make the connec-
tion between their research on the Internet and how the
information can be presented.

CURRICULUM AREAS
Social Studies
Language Arts
Technology

GRADES
6-12

MORE INFORMATION
Susan Naclerio
Stephen D. McSweeney

Occupational Training 
Center, P721X

2697 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY  10461

Phone: (718) 597-6404
Fax:     (718) 829-5752j25

SBN139@aol.com

Principal: Dr. Ilisa Sulner

New York City Sites
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➤ HOW IT WORKS
In Project Planet, students first study maps and
globes, and then internalize what they have learned by
creating their own globes out of papier-mâché. The
class plans the project together. Students make a papi-
er-mâché mixture, measure and cut newspaper, blow
up balloons, and carefully cover them with dampened
strips. When the globes dry, a rubber band is placed
around the center to represent the equator and to help
children place the land bodies with accuracy. A digital
camera is used to photograph the students as they per-
form each step. Next, students write directions
instructing others how to make a globe. They list and
draw materials needed; draft, edit, and rewrite their
directions; and transfer their work to the computer. In
preparation for creating a PowerPoint slide presenta-
tion, they plan on paper an approximation of what their
slide show will look like, and make many design deci-
sions. The students also design a rubric in order to
assess whether they have done a good job of writing
clear directions and presenting a visually interesting
body of work. Finally, they share their PowerPoint pre-
sentations, and their work is posted on the Internet,
where students, their families, and the world may view
their work.

➤ THE STUDENTS
The program is designed for students in grades three
through six. It takes six to eight weeks, depending on
the amount of time allotted each week. Students meet
in class daily and in the computer lab weekly. This pro-
gram can be adapted to suit an infinite number of
classroom settings. It addresses the needs of all learn-
ers because the many different aspects allow opportu-
nities for success for each type of learner, whether
he/she is kinesthetic, visual, or linguistic.

➤ THE STAFF
Alexandra Atkin has been teaching for eleven years,
and for eight years at P.S. 8 in Washington Heights. She
has a National Board Certification (Early Childhood
Generalist) and a master’s degree in elementary educa-
tion with a dual certification in reading instruction.
This program requires skilled assistance for the tech-
nology segment.

➤ WHAT YOU NEED
To teach Project Planet, you need basic classroom art
materials, textbook references, maps/globes, several
computers in a lab setup, a digital camera, a scanner,
Microsoft PowerPoint software, and disks.

➤ OVERALL VALUE
The students OWN this project! They become engrossed
in every step and care deeply about their final projects
and presentations. Along the way, they practice working
collaboratively, reading, writing, measuring, planning,
drawing, building, painting, and speaking. Using com-
puter technology to showcase their work and make it
come alive is incredibly rewarding. Students take home
their globes and share what they have learned with
their families. 
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Project Planet

CURRICULUM AREAS
Social Studies
Art
Language Arts
Technology

GRADES 
3-6

MORE INFORMATION
Alexandra Atkin
P.S. 8-Luis Belliard School
465 West 167th Street
New York, NY  10032

Phone: (212) 928-4364
Fax:     (212) 928-4072

AlexAtkin324@hotmail.com

Principal: Carol Rubin

➤ HOW IT WORKS
A Peace Forest Grows in Manhattan is an integrated
classroom study of trees, forests, and peace. Children
study the parts of a tree by looking at trees in their
neighborhood. They make bark and leaf rubbings and,
back in the classroom, they read fiction and nonfiction
books about trees, forests, and peace, and write about
these books and subjects. They also learn to identify
different trees by their leaves. Technology is used to
document and enhance learning. The importance and
need of trees will also be studied. Children learn and
talk about peace and create their own peace forest with
art materials that are displayed in the halls of the
school. In the spring, the children plant a tree in the
school garden.

➤ THE STUDENTS
Eighteen pre-K students participated in this program,
which is appropriate for mixed-ability students from
pre-K to third grade. The children work both coopera-
tively and individually. The program is adaptable for
different early childhood grades of varying abilities and
is also adaptable for small- and/or large-group work.
Some expertise in using digital cameras and computers
is needed. The children learn in a variety of settings
and groups and with a variety of materials and meth-
ods. Projects are set up so that all the children can feel
and be successful.

➤ THE STAFF
For the past eight years, Chantal Lindh has been the
pre-K teacher at P.S. 20. Prior to that, she was a read-
ing recovery teacher and led literacy workshops for par-
ents and teachers. She has received several grants
from the Teachers’ Consortium and has been develop-
ing the peace forest curriculum for the past three years.
With younger children, the assistance of a paraprofes-
sional is crucial, and help from a computer teacher is
invaluable. 

➤ WHAT YOU NEED
In order to complete the project, it is necessary to have
outdoor access to neighborhood trees, and the use of
computers and digital cameras is important. Essential
materials are paper, art supplies, fiction and nonfiction
books, magnifying glasses, chart paper, and measuring
tape. Visits to Central Park and/or the Botanical Gar-
dens would be invaluable as well. The National Arbor
Day Foundation’s Web site (arborday.org) is extremely
helpful.

➤ OVERALL VALUE
A Peace Forest Grows in Manhattan is an integrated
hands-on program that teaches children how to make
observations in their world and how to record informa-
tion about trees. The students are exposed to a vast
array of books that augment their explorations. The lit-
eracy skills of the children are developed through writ-
ing and reading about their subject matter. Trees are a
reminder to children in New York City that even though
they live in a predominantly concrete and skyscraper
world, they are also still part of the natural world—a
world necessary for survival. The creation of the peace
forest shows the children that they can work together to
create a beautiful, peaceful place.

CURRICULUM AREAS
Science
Math
Language Arts
Technology

GRADES
Pre-K – 3

MORE INFORMATION
Chantal Lindh
P.S. 20-Anna Silver School
166 Essex Street
New York, NY  10002

Phone: (212) 254-9577
Fax:     (212) 254-3526

Manacle820@aol.com

Principal: Dr. Leonard H.
Golubchick

A Peace Forest Grows 
in Manhattan
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➤ HOW IT WORKS
Symmetrical Butterfly Project involves hands-on and
research activities, and takes approximately four to six
weeks depending on grade level and ability. Students
learn about the characteristics and life cycle of the
butterfly, do research on different species, and present
what they learn. They are introduced to the subject
through an interactive KWL process of documenting
what they already know about butterflies and writing
questions on Post-its that are sorted by category and
turned into a chart that remains up throughout the
entire project as a resource. Read-alouds and shared
readings feature nonfiction books that are accessible
during independent reading time. Students are also
introduced to note-taking in their research journals.
Based on the categories identified when charting ques-
tions, they take notes on life cycle, habitat, food, sur-
vival, enemies, and environment of the butterfly.
Toward the end of the week, a live butterfly kit is set up
and monitored until the butterflies hatch. The children
make daily observations on the changes that occur.

During the next week, the children use technology as
a research tool. They are divided into groups and
taught how to search the Internet and use a Butterflies
of the World CD-ROM program. A class trip to the Amer-
ican Museum of Natural History’s butterfly exhibit and a
viewing of a videotape about butterflies is done during
this phase. Children choose a specific type of butterfly
and learn as much as they can about it. They use the
information for a written report and an oral presentation.

The final week results in a class book created by the
children of their own original butterfly designs. The
children are introduced to the KidPix Deluxe program
where they draw and design their butterflies using a
process that helps them understand symmetry in
design. The entire project results in two products that
can be used to assess the children’s learning. This
research model can be used to study and report on any
animal.

➤ THE STUDENTS
This program was first implemented with a group of 20
first graders with basic computer knowledge and expe-
rience with the Internet and KidPix program. It can be
adapted for grades K through 2 and for smaller or larg-
er groups and children of all achievement levels.

➤ THE STAFF
Veronica A. Barkley has taught second grade for the
past six years. She currently teaches in a general edu-
cation classroom at P.S. 198 in Manhattan’s District 2.
Veronica was a recipient of two District 3 Teacher
Incentive Grants.

➤ WHAT YOU NEED
You will need at least one computer with Internet
access and CD-ROM drive. You will also need access to
a TV and VCR; a live butterfly kit (from Insect Lore); and
a CD-ROM, videotape, and books about butterflies. 

➤ OVERALL VALUE
Symmetrical Butterfly Project provides opportunity for
primary grade students to become scientists research-
ing a fascinating topic. It promotes literacy in language
arts, science, and technology, and incorporates activi-
ties and experiences that appeal to all learners. This
program can be adjusted by time and length to meet
curriculum and scheduling constraints. Parts can be
omitted or extended and the program can be adapted to
study any species.
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Symmetrical Butterfly Project 

CURRICULUM AREAS
Science
Language Arts
Technology

GRADES
K-2

MORE INFORMATION
Veronica Barkley
P.S. 198-Isidor E. Ida Straus
School
1700 Third Avenue
New York, NY  10128

Phone: (212) 289-3702
Fax:     (212) 410-1731

VHteach@hotmail.com

Principal: Beverly A. Wilkins

➤ HOW IT WORKS
Early in September, students introduce themselves and
explore who they are as individuals and as members of
a classroom community. They use graphic organizers to
compare and contrast themselves to classmates and
teachers. This frames the first theme of the social
studies curriculum (“Myself and Others”) and provides
a springboard into science. As they discuss similarities,
students find that they are all living! This view then
broadens to plants and animals. In journals, they
observe and describe the changes occurring in plants
and animals right in the schoolyard. They collect and
examine seeds, leaves, and bark from trees. They
design a bulletin board depicting each student as a
seed, and make predictions (in booklets, drawings, and
writings) about how planted seeds will grow and
change during the year and beyond. Digital portraits
are taken and incorporated onto the board. Seed-germi-
nation activities give hands-on experience.  

Next, Lois Ehlert’s Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf illustrates
the life cycle of a plant via literature. The leaf collection
is used to research the names of local trees using
guides in the science center. Children also gather
around the computer in small groups to use the Inter-
net for information about trees. This transitions into a
math lesson focusing on shapes to sort and identify
leaves. Students learn the common names of at least
three local trees and teach them to family members.
Autumn leaf collecting is used to create leaf-print
shirts with red, orange, and brown acrylic paint. Chil-
dren print the word “fall” or “autumn” on their shirts
using alphabet letter sponges and wear them on a trip
to the Brooklyn Botanic Garden. They learn the Raffi
song “Roots and Shoots Everywhere,” which says that
children are the “roots and shoots” of our world, and
dance to it after making costumes using leaf-printing
techniques and oversized t-shirts. A springtime trip to
Central Park illustrates the relationships between living
and non-living things in the environment (Urban Park
Ranger Ecology Program). Throughout the year, activi-

ties are documented and become a Microsoft Power-
Point presentation titled Schoolyard Trees and Me!

➤ THE STUDENTS
The participants were twenty-five enthusiastic bilin-
gual multicultural kindergarten students at P.S. 20 in
the Lower East Side of Manhattan. This program can
easily adapt to all grade levels. Younger children will
require more guidance and assistance with tools and
supplies.   

➤ THE STAFF
Aurora Olivieri is in her sixth year of teaching elemen-
tary school. She has a master’s degree in Education
and a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology. She was
recently awarded a Local Learning Fellowship from City
Lore. Elizabeth Dickerson, a paraprofessional who
works with her, has fifteen years of experience and has
taught dance and cheerleading in after-school pro-
grams for the past seven years. She also tutors stu-
dents using a variety of computer programs designed
to advance reading ability.

➤ WHAT YOU NEED
To complete this program you need a computer, a digital
camera to document the children’s activities, tree identi-
fication books, T-shirts, acrylic non-toxic fabric paint,
sponge alphabet letters, the “Let’s Play” CD by Raffi, a
CD and cassette player with headphones, and classroom
literature about seeds, trees, and the ecology.

➤ OVERALL VALUE
Schoolyard Trees and Me! enables children to attain
valuable concepts that embrace many curricular areas.
Students see themselves as part of the scheme of the
living world and gain pride by teaching others.
Throughout the year, learning is a community activity,
so the children grew socially and intellectually. 

CURRICULUM AREAS:
Science
Social Studies
Art
Math
Language Arts
Music
Physical Education
Technology

GRADES:
K-6

MORE INFORMATION:
Aurora Olivieri
P.S. 20-Anna Silver School
166 Essex Street
New York, NY  10002

Phone: (212) 254-9577

nyc_aurora@yahoo.com

Principal: Dr. Leonard H.
Golubchick

Schoolyard Trees and Me!
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➤ HOW IT WORKS
Understanding Julius Caesar Through Diaries allows
students to read and understand Shakespeare’s Julius
Caesar by getting involved in a project that keeps them
interested throughout the play. Instead of simply read-
ing the work, students get the chance to become
actively involved in it. At the beginning of the unit, the
students choose the character that they want to be
throughout the duration of the play. They are required to
complete diary entries for this character at the end of
each act, so in addition to documenting the major
action in the play, they also report it from the viewpoint
of one of the characters. In order to do this, they must
understand how the characters feel, so they learn about
characterization (how characters develop throughout
the play). After Caesar is killed, they read articles about
the assassinations of both John F. Kennedy and Abra-
ham Lincoln. They then write articles of their own to be
included in the diary. Students spend about a half hour
per week in the computer room, writing their entries.
They exercise their creativity by making decisions about
layout and choosing different fonts and, to further
enhance their diaries, they search the Internet for pic-
tures that are related to how their character is feeling
during the act that has just been read. All design ele-
ments of the diary must be related to the personalities
of the characters they have chosen.

➤ THE STUDENTS
About 33 students per class participate in the program.
They meet three times per week for one hour. All stu-
dents have had experience with computers and under-
stand how to use Microsoft Word and the World Wide
Web, but some are more comfortable than others with
design and layout. The program can be adapted for
other grades and other Shakespearean plays as well.

➤ THE STAFF
Denise Goldman has been teaching English for four
years. She is involved in The New York City Writing Pro-
ject and a New Visions grant at her school.

➤ WHAT YOU NEED
Teachers need access to a computer lab with Internet
access and a class set of Julius Caesar books. In addi-
tion, construction paper, glue, and scissors are required
so students can construct their diaries.

➤ OVERALL VALUE
Understanding Julius Caesar Through Diaries allows
students to read their first Shakespearean play with
ease and enthusiasm. Students are able to understand
plot as well as characterization, two concepts that are
invaluable for English students. Creating their own
diaries holds students responsible for their home-
work—which will be “published”— and establishes
the need for editing, a concept that is also important
for students to understand. The students are always
proud of the finished product that is displayed in the
classroom or the hallway.
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Understanding Julius Caesar
Through Diaries

CURRICULUM AREAS
Language Arts
Art
Technology

GRADE
9

MORE INFORMATION
Denise Goldman
Academy of American
Studies High School
28-01 41st Avenue
Long Island City, NY  11101

Phone: (718) 361-8786
Fax:     (718) 361-8832

Lunagirl14a@msn.com

Principal: Ellen Sherman

➤ HOW IT WORKS
The students of P.S. 176X at I.S. 144 are children with
autism. As such, the school population is in need of
various learning experiences to enhance their ability to
make positive choices and to improve the quality of
their lives. Under the supervision of teacher Jodi Green-
berg, the classes developed a fundraising project
called Twist and Bake Pretzel Shop. They sell New-
York-style pretzels to the staff and students of I.S. 144
and successfully demonstrate mastery of foundation
skills that are applicable to achieving vocational com-
petency.

The students participate in virtually every phase of
the operation of the shop: advertising the sale, setting
up shop, selling directly to customers, taking orders for
delivery, handling money, and cleaning up afterwards.
One of the outcomes of this project is that it provides
the opportunity for everyone to experience “giving back”
to the community. Part of the profit is used to purchase
art supplies for the Hebrew Home for the Aged in Co-op
City. The class takes a trip to donate the supplies and,
at a later date, returns to join the senior citizens in
working on an art project as part of the recreation pro-
gram at the home. In this sense, this fundraising opens
minds to education and hearts to others. 

➤ THE STUDENTS
The students at P.S. 176X are ages 11 through 14 and
are housed in community intermediate school 144. At
this age, social interaction, communication, and per-
sonal self-concept are an integral part of a growing
child’s self-confidence. Even the most challenged stu-
dents participate in the project on a rotating basis and
therefore have the opportunity to learn appropriate
skills at a level of which they are capable. In this way,
everyone participates and benefits from improving all
the academic, social, and communication skills as well
as improving self-image and developing a sense of

accomplishment. Although this has been designed for a
middle school population of children with autism, this
project is adaptable to any grade level from elementary
up through high school.

➤ THE STAFF
Jodi Greenberg has been teaching special education for
the past twenty-three years. She has two master’s
degrees: one in special education and one in English
literature. Ms. Greenberg also has a post master’s
degree in Gerontology from the Wirthwiler School of
Social Work and a year’s work towards her Doctorate in
Education at Columbia University Teachers College. In
addition, she has worked for twenty years as a pediatric
nurse for special children at the New York Founding
Hospital in New York. Children with special needs have
always been the focus of her care and advocacy.

➤ WHAT YOU NEED
For the operation of the school store, basic supplies are
needed: a cash register box, a ledger book, and paper
and other materials for advertising. Also, there is the
ongoing investment of product to be sold.

➤ OVERALL VALUE
Through the hands-on nature of the Twist and Bake
Pretzel Shop, students have demonstrated a positive
relationship to people of different ages and back-
grounds in a work situation. Through their work, stu-
dents have a chance to develop pride in themselves
and the opportunity to help others.

CURRICULUM AREAS
Special Education
Social Studies

GRADES
7-8

MORE INFORMATION
Jodi Greenberg
P.S. 176X @ P178
850 Baychester Avenue
Bronx, NY  10475

Phone: (718) 320-1400
Fax:     (718) 904-5753

r.ritholt@nycboe.net

Principal: Rima Ritholtz

Twist and Bake Pretzel Shop
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➤ HOW IT WORKS
Voyage to India focuses on India as a country, but
especially on the everyday life of children/students in
India. After learning about the religions, ethnic groups,
holidays, geography, culture, and weather in India, the
students then plan a simulated trip there, where they
are transformed into Indian children. They play NetAid’s
World Class game, which helps to bring them closer to
their Indian counterparts by introducing them to actual
Indian students and some of the issues they face trying
to reach their life goals. The Internet allows students to
expand on their game experience by visiting the World
Class site, where they are paired during the Internet
activities and guided to certain pages. 

After completing the activities, the class discusses
what they have learned. Students also go to weather-
channel.com to track the weather in their city of choice
in India. They also compare the weather in India to the
weather in New York City. After viewing these sites, the
students create their own biography cards (similar to
baseball cards) and pretend to be Indian students. In
order to complete the cards, they chose a religion, an
ethnic group, the holidays they celebrate, and a city to
live in, and calculate the average weather in that city.
Digital pictures are taken of the students for inclusion
on their cards.

➤ THE STUDENTS
Voyage to India was introduced to a third grade class
consisting of 23 heterogeneously grouped students.
They worked on this project approximately three periods
a week for four weeks. This program follows the third
grade Social Studies curriculum for New York State and
it can easily be adapted for other countries of study
and other grade levels.

➤ THE STAFF
Nakia Haskins is a third grade teacher at P.S. 132-Juan
Pablo Duarte. She was also a volunteer teacher for one
year in Tamale, Ghana. As a result of her service
abroad, she wants her students to be aware of issues
facing children in developing countries.

➤ WHAT YOU NEED
Several computers with Internet access and one printer
are necessary, as is Microsoft Word and written and
Internet material on India. This material, along with
technological support, enhances the children’s learn-
ing. A digital camera is also used.

➤ OVERALL VALUE
In Voyage to India, all New York State standards are
met. Curriculum areas include social studies, science,
math, technology, art, and language arts. It also pro-
motes the students’ awareness of life in developing
countries and encourages them to be advocates for
education and the underprivileged. During this voyage,
students become fascinated with all aspects of Indian
life.

CURRICULUM AREAS
Social Studies
Math
Science
Language Arts
Technology

GRADES
3-5

MORE INFORMATION
Nakia Haskins
P.S. 132-Juan Pablo Duarte
School
185 Wadsworth Avenue
New York, NY  10033

Phone: (212) 927-7857
Fax:     (212) 568-8163

Hardcopy96@yahoo.com

Principal: Ada N. Letelier

Voyage to India
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