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The New York Times: Diseases on the Brink: Blinding Trachoma

A. The New York Times article is titled “Preventable Disease Blinds World Poor.” How is this title supported by BOTH graphics?  (Provide details.)

Life Cycle:

1.____________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Range:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. According to the World Health Organization:

Which African countries had cases of trachoma in 2004? (List at least five.)

Which Asian countries had cases in 2004? (List at least three.)

Which countries in the Americas had cases in 2004?

C. Examine the graphics “The Life Cycle of Trachoma,” “The Life Cycle of Lymphatic Filariasis,” and “The Life Cycle of Guinea Worm.” 
What is a major similarity among the diseases?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

What is a major difference among the diseases?

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

D. Examine the statistics reported by The Economist ranking world countries in terms of life expectancy, education, quality of life and infant mortality rates. On loose-leaf paper:
i. What is the purpose of the rankings on:
-life expectancy? 

-infant mortality?           -quality of life?

-education?

ii. In general, what do such data allow you to do?
E. We have learned about three diseases in this series. Now that you have examined the rankings of various countries:

i. What observations can you make about the characteristics of countries affected by these diseases? (List THREE.)

ii. Why do you think these diseases persist in such countries, as opposed to a country like the United States? (paragraph)
SOURCE: The Economist: Pocket World in Figures (2007 Edition, rankings adapted)

	Infant Mortality


Highest Infant Mortality
Number of deaths per 1,000 live births, 2005-10
1. Sierra Leone


159.8

2. Niger



145.4

3. Afghanistan


141.9

4. Angola



141.6

5. Liberia



132.0

6. Mali



125.8

7. Burkina Faso


115.6

8. Cote d’Ivoire


113.1

9. Somalia


113.1


10. Congo Kinshasa

112.5

11. Rwanda


112.3

12. Chad



111.5

13. Guinea-Bissau


111.0

14. Nigeria



108.1

15. Tanzania


104.0

16. Malawi



102.6

17. Burundi


   98.9

18. Benin



   97.6
19. Guinea



   96.7

20. Equatorial Guinea

   94.5

21. Central African Republic
   93.2

22. Ethiopia


   90.9

23. Cameroon


   90.7

24. Mozambique


   90.6

(rest omitted)

Lowest Infant Mortality 

Number of deaths per 1,000 live births, 2005-10
1. Singapore


3.0
2. Iceland 


3.1

Japan



3.1

4. Sweden



3.2

5. Norway


3.3

6. South Korea


3.6

7. Finland



3.7

Hong Kong


3.7

9. Andorra


4.1

Belgium


4.1

11. France



4.3

Germany


4.3

Switzerland


4.3

14. Austria



4.4

Netherlands 


4.4

Spain



4.4

17. Australia


4.6

18. Denmark


4.7

19. Canada



4.8

Israel



4.8

(rest omitted)

	Literacy


Least Literate

% adult literacy rate, latest year 2000-04
1. Burkina Faso 


12.8

2. Niger 



14.4

3. Mauritania 


15.2

4. Mali 



19.0

5. Chad 



25.5

6. Sierra Leone 


29.6

7. Benin 



33.6

8. Senegal 


39.3

9. Bangladesh 


41.1

10. Ethiopia


41.5

11. Mozambique 


46.5
(omission)

18.
Haiti



51.9

(omission)

30. Nigeria



66.8

	Life Expectancy


Lowest Life Expectancy
Years, 2005-10

1. Swaziland 


29.9

2. Botswana 


33.9

3. Lesotho 


34.3

4. Zimbabawe 

37.3

5. Zambia 


39.1

6. Central African Republic 
39.5

7. Malawi 


41.1

8. Equatorial Guinea 

41.5

9. Mozambique 

41.8

(omission)

14.       Nigeria 

44.2

(omission)

26.       Ethiopia 

48.5

(omission)

33.
Haiti 


53.

Highest Life Expectancy
Years, 2005-10

1. Andorra 


83.5

2. Japan 


82.8

3. Hong Kong 

82.2

4. Iceland 


81.4

5. Switzerland 

81.1

6. Australia 


81.0

7. Sweden 


80.8

8. Canada 


80.7

Macau 


80.7

10. Israel 


80.6

Italy 


80.6

12. Norway 


80.2

13. Spain 


80.1

(rest omitted)
	Quality of Life


Lowest Quality of Life (City Living)

Index based on 39 factors  ranging from recreation to political stability

1. Baghdad, Iraq 


14.5

2. Brazzaville, Congo-Brazzaville
30.3

3. Bangui, central African Rep. 
30.6

4. Khartoum, Sudan 

31.7

5. Point Noire, Congo Brazzavile 33.9

6. Ndjamena, Chad 

37.2

7. Sana’a, Yemen 


38.2

Port Harcourt, Nigeria 
38.2

Nouakchott, Mauritania 
38.2

(omission)

12.
Port au Prince, Haiti 41.1

(omission)

17. Lagos, Nigeria, 41.8
(omission)
21. Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 44.2

(rest omitted)

Highest Quality of Life (City Living)
Index based on 39 factors  ranging from recreation to political stability

1. Zurich, Switzerland 

108.0

2. Geneva, Switzerland 

108.1

3. Vancouver, Canada 

107.7

4. Vienna, Austria 


107.5

5. Auckland, New Zealand 

107.3

6. Dusseldorf, Germany 

107.2

7. Frankfurt, Germany 

107.0

8. Munich, Germany 


106.8

9. Bern, Switzerland 


106.5

10. Sydney, Australia 


106.5

Copenhagen, Denmark 

106.2

(rest omitted)
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