I.  The other Roman Empire Project:


A. Relevance
In the fifth century AD, the mighty (western) Roman Empire "fell" to invading barbarians and complex internal pressures. The land that had been centrally governed for centuries disintegrated into numerous warring states. The safety and privileges enjoyed by some residents of the empire vanished to be replaced by a constant state of danger and uncertainty; others merely traded one set of daily terrors for another. Europe was plunged into what Renaissance scholars would label a "dark age."

Yet Byzantium (more correctly termed the Eastern Roman Empire) remained.


B. Student Objectives:



1. Interpret their findings from resources



2. Explain each Eastern Roman Emperor’s policies



3. Compare Eastern and Western Roman Empires


4. Synthesize a scenario or skit to explain their findings in an imaginative and meaningful way

C. Lesson Structure


1. Day 1 – Intro to the Eastern Roman Empire (utilize the newspaper article on page 7) 



Discuss with class several differences




Explanation of Project




Homework Obtain Podcasts (they are free)


2. Day 2 – Student research in Library

3. Day 3 – Student research in Library


4. Day 4 – Student Skit development

5. Day 5 – Student Skit development


6. Day 6 – Lesson on impacts of the Eastern Roman Empire 

(separate appointments for taping)

7. Day 7 – Lesson on the Interactions of neighboring cultures with Eastern Roman Empire
(separate appointments for taping)



8. Day 8 – How did the Eastern Roman Empire fall? (Intro to the crusades)



(separate appointments for taping)

9. Days 9, 10, 11– News broadcasts (3 per day) Students give a rubric grade with comments on performances.
II. How it works

Students will research in groups of 3 – 4 to research a specific Eastern Roman Emperor

1 Diocletian
http://www.wsu.edu/~dee/ROME/LATE.HTM

http://www.roman-emperors.org/dioclet.htm

http://www.roman-empire.net/decline/diocletian.html

http://bode.diee.unica.it/~giua/SEBASTIAN/Diocletian.html

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05007b.htm
http://www.romeartlover.it/Storia11.html
2 Constantine

http://www.roman-emperors.org/conniei.htm

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04295c.htm

http://www.roman-empire.net/decline/constantine-index.html

http://jeru.huji.ac.il/ed31.htm

http://www.thenagain.info/WebChron/EastEurope/ConstantineConverts.html
3 Julian

http://www.roman-empire.net/collapse/julian-index.html

http://www.roman-emperors.org/julian.htm

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08558b.htm

http://www.theosophy-nw.org/theosnw/world/med/me-mclk.htm

http://www.ccel.org/p/pearse/morefathers/julian_apostate_galileans_0_intro.htm
4 Zeno

http://www.roman-emperors.org/zeno.htm
http://www.roman-empire.net/constant/zeno-index.html

http://www.livius.org/za-zn/zeno_emperor/zeno_i.html

http://www.san.beck.org/AB12-GothsFranksJustinian.html#1

http://www.tertullian.org/fathers/evagrius_3_book3.htm
5 Justinian
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08578b.htm
http://www.roman-emperors.org/justinia.htm
http://www.historyguide.org/ancient/justinian.html
http://www.tulane.edu/~august/H303/handouts/Finances.htm#Costs
http://www.tulane.edu/~august/H303/chronologies/war_diplomacy.htm

http://www.san.beck.org/AB12-GothsFranksJustinian.html#1
6 Heraclius
http://www.roman-emperors.org/heraclis.htm
http://ehistory.osu.edu/middleages/PeopleView.cfm?PID=391
http://www.tulane.edu/~august/H303/chronologies/Byzantine_Dark_Age.htm
http://www.thenagain.info/WebChron/EastEurope/Heraklius.html
http://www.roman-empire.net/articles/article-012.html
7 Irene
http://www.tulane.edu/~august/H303/readings/Iconoclasm.htm

http://www.roman-emperors.org/irene.htm

http://www.lawrence.edu/dept/art/buerger/catalogue/142.html

http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/medieval/history/byzantine/irene.htm

http://www.1911encyclopedia.org/Irene
8 Basil I

http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/medieval/history/byzantine/basil.htm

http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/search/search.php?word=Basil1

http://www.mlahanas.de/Greeks/Medieval/Bio/BasilI.html

http://www.neobyzantine.org/byzantium/history/periods/army_macedonian_dynasty.php
9 Basil II 

http://www.roman-emperors.org/basilii.htm

http://www.thehistorychannel.co.uk/site/search/search.php?word=BASIL%20II&enc=4460

http://koz.vianet.ca/boshis34.htm

http://media.www.usmfreepress.org/media/storage/paper311/news/2006/10/02/News/This-Week.In.History-2331490.shtml?sourcedomain=www.usmfreepress.org&MIIHost=media.collegepublisher.com
Students will utilize the web to read the selected documents.  There are several other suggested sites to obtain a further knowledge base.

Students will summarize at least one document.  All sites must be read and summarized by the group.

Students will listen to the podcasts at http://www.anders.com/lectures/lars_brownworth/12_byzantine_rulers/ for their respected Emperor and summarize the selections.

Students will keep all summaries in a group portfolio. 

Each Group will create a 5 - 10 minute news show about times of their particular emperor.  This will be recorded onto a DVD and shown to the class on the Television.  Students can vary the program – Talk show, investigative reporters in field, CNN type or political talking heads (instead or the democrats and republicans they can be the reds and greens).
A copy of the skit / outline is to be included in the group portfolio showing relatively equal roles for each group member

Student are required to tape their shows prior to school during 0 period in room 313 or period 9 in room B17 (discuss with teacher to make an appointment) 
III. Logistics

A. DONE When and where to tape
B. DONE When and where to gather research for the show.

C. DONE What should the portfolio contain

D. DONE Grading – peer and teacher rubrics

E. DONE Timing

F. Obtain rights from parents and students to utilize their work on the internet – since the project is to be sold to Teachers Network.

IV. Standards addressed

1. describe the relationships between people and environments and the connections between people and places
2. understand the development and interactions of social/cultural, political, economic, and religious systems in different regions of the world

3. analyze how the forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of the Earth’s surface

4. know some important historic events and developments of past civilizations

5. interpret and analyze documents and artifacts related to significant developments and events in world history

6. understand the development and connectedness of Western civilization and other civilizations and cultures in many areas of the world and over time

7. analyze historic events from around the world by examining accounts written from different perspectives

8. understand the broad patterns, relationships, and interactions of cultures and civilizations during particular eras and across eras

9. analyze evidence critically and demonstrate an understanding of how circumstances of time and place influence perspective

10. analyze the roles and contributions of individuals and groups to social, political, economic, cultural, and religious practices and activities

11. plan and organize historical research projects related to regional or global interdependence

12. analyze different interpretations of important events, issues, or developments in world history by studying the social, political, and economic context in which they were developed; by testing the data source for reliability and validity, credibility, authority, authenticity, and completeness; and by detecting bias, distortion of the facts, and propaganda by omission, suppression, or invention of facts

13. investigate important events and developments in world history by posing analytical questions, selecting relevant data, distinguishing fact from opinion, hypothesizing cause-and-effect relationships, testing these hypotheses, and forming conclusions

V. Materials Used

Internet for research

A. Some suggested sites include:
http://www.anders.com/lectures/lars_brownworth/12_byzantine_rulers/
http://www.icsd.k12.ny.us/highschool/socstud/global2_review/byzantine_empire.htm
http://members.fortunecity.com/fstav1/english.html
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03096a.htm
http://education.yahoo.com/reference/encyclopedia/entry/ByzantinEmp
http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~dee/MA/BYZ.HTM
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/byzantium/
http://historymedren.about.com/od/byzantium/Byzantium_or_the_Eastern_Roman_Empire.htm
http://www.imperiobizantino.com/byzantium.htm
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/maps/395eastemp.jpg
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/maps/constantinople1.gif
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/maps/cople-col.jpg
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/procop-wars1.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/procop-anec1.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/med/mango.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/med/ken.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/johndam-icons.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/med/shahid.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/byz-arabambas.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/byzantium/texts/byzemps.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/byzantium/texts/byzhistorio.html
Materials needed:

Computers with an internet connection, Mini DV Camcorder, Mini DV Video Tapes (at least 2), Several DVDR’s, Computer that can record onto DVDRs, Materials for backgrounds of News broadcast, Microphone, Recordable CD’s or Flash Drives to save work of students, Sonic Media Player Program for Windows, Fire wire to connect computer to the MiniDV Camcorder to sync data, Television and Dvd to play final cuts of news broadcasts to students

VI. The Students

This project is designed for students studying to take the regents examination (regular or honors).  

VII. Overall Value

Students will understand the value of technological research and interpret the material to synthesize the material into a thought provoking activity to which they can claim ownership to.
VIII. Tips

1. Ensure that there is time set aside outside of the classroom to take the videos of the students.  

2. Give yourself plenty of time to copy the information to sonic media player etc.  

3. Do trial runs of smaller versions of this project long before you try this project to see where your students’ needs are.

4. Be prepared to make lots of adjustments to the project to suit your needs in the classroom.

IX. Rubric

	Name(s): ___________________________________________

	Teacher: Mr. Pettorino



	

	Title of Work: ______________________________________
Date of Presentation: _______


	Presentation Criteria
Points
0
3
6
9
 

Organization
Audience cannot understand presentation because there is no sequence of information.

Audience has difficulty following presentation because student jumps around.

Student presents information in logical sequence which audience can follow.

Student presents information in logical, interesting sequence which audience can follow.

____

Content Knowledge
Student does not have grasp of information; student cannot answer questions about subject.

Student is uncomfortable with information and is able to answer only rudimentary questions.

Student is at ease with content, but fails to elaborate.

Student demonstrates full knowledge (more than required) with explanations and elaboration.

____

Mechanics
Student's presentation had four or more spelling errors and/or grammatical errors.

Presentation had three misspellings and/or grammatical errors.

Presentation has no more than two misspellings and/or grammatical errors.

Presentation has no misspellings or grammatical errors.

____

Delivery
Student mumbles, incorrectly pronounces terms, and speaks too quietly for students in the back of class to hear.

Student incorrectly pronounces terms. Audience members have difficulty hearing presentation.

Student's voice is clear. Student pronounces most words correctly. 

Student used a clear voice and correct, precise pronunciation of terms.

____

Total---->

____ x 2
Portfolio Criteria

0
3
5
7
Material

Student no documents in portfolio

Student has some documents in portfolio

Student has all documents in portfolio

Student has printed all documents and  highlighted all important areas of the documents

____

Organization

There is no rhyme of reason to the portfolio

The documents and summaries  are loosely organized

The Portfolio is organized

The Portfolio is highly organized with notes and  summaries

____

Skit
There is no skit or is poor
The skit is short but minimally addresses the topic
The skit is acceptable and shows understanding of the material 
The skit exceeds expected outcome and shows a synthesis of information that goes beyond understanding 
____

Summary of Documents

There are no summaries

The summaries are minimal

The summaries are acceptable

The summaries are thoroughly written out

____

Total

____ 

Total of Presentation Points ______ + Total of Portfolio Points ______ =   

____



	Comments:

 


Newsday

His lectures get a 5-star iTunes rating

Aileen Jacobson

December 17, 2006

On the verdant 55-acre campus of the private Stony Brook School, Lars Brownworth is a history teacher with dozens of students.

In the vast cyberworld of the Internet, Brownworth is a history teacher, too, with tens of thousands of devoted listeners.

Brownworth's very specialized podcast series, "12 Byzantine Rulers" - 12 lectures so far, and he's only on the 8th emperor - is a big hit, with a 5 (out of 5) star rating from listeners at iTunes, where his lectures often top the Higher Educational list as most popular. (The podcast has more than 175,000 downloads per month, according to Brownworth's brother, Anders.) Wired magazine wrote that Brownworth exhibits "an infectious passion for his subject."

For the uninitiated: A podcast is a recorded program that can be listened to on a computer or downloaded to an MP3 player such as an iPod. The most popular distribution site is Apple's iTunes. Most podcasts, including Brownworth's, are free.

"I was always interested in history, always reading books about the Roman Empire," says Brownworth, 30, who grew up at the private high school where he now teaches. His father, Thom, who still works there, teaches math. Brownworth heads one of the boys' dorms, where he also lives. He majored in history at Houghton College in Houghton, N.Y.

"In school, we were taught that the Roman Empire ended in 476. . . . I always wondered what would have happened if the Roman Empire had continued," Brownworth says. "Then I discovered that, in the East, it hadn't fallen."

It became what we call the Byzantine Empire, an era often filled with chaos and bloody coups that had a tremendous impact on world history until it ended in 1453. Its citizens considered themselves Romans, Brownworth says, though they no longer controlled Rome. 

Diocletian, the first emperor Brownworth profiles, divided the empire into East and West before retiring to become a cabbage farmer. Next up is Constantine, who founded Constantinople, also known as Byzantium and now Istanbul. If it weren't for Constantinople's sturdy walls, which stopped Muslim armies in the 7th century, Brownworth says, Europe would almost certainly have become Muslim. 

"The consequences are too many to calculate," he says. "We owe this incredible debt to Constantinople, and we sort of ignore it." His favorite emperor, he says, is Justinian, who built the Hagia Sofia church, "the most beautiful building in the world," Brownworth says, where "you can see the spot where emperors were crowned . . . and get a glimpse of what Byzantium was." During a 2001 visit, he says, he "fell in love" with the era he had already been reading a lot about.

In 2004, he says, he was "yakking" to his brother Anders about Byzantine history, and Anders suggested he record a summary. In June 2005, when Apple began its podcast directory - and Lars was in Jordan - Anders posted the lecture.

"I had completely forgotten about it," Lars says. "As soon as I got back home, we recorded another, and it took off from there." Anders, an officer of North Carolina-based tech company bandwidth.com, does the recording and posting when they're together, Lars says. They plan to complete two more during the Christmas break. He'd like to collect the lectures into a book, Lars Brownworth says. "I'm in the dreaming phase." 

Though most listeners go through iTunes, "12 Byzantine Rulers" is also posted, with additional commentary, at anders.com/lectures/lars _brownworth/12_byzantine _rulers.

