Name: ____________________________________ Section: _____________


Frankenstein Mini-Research Project Assignment

Essential Questions:  

· How do personal experiences and societal issues influence how and why a text is written?  

· How do personal experiences and societal issues influence how and why a reader interprets and relates to a text?

Purpose of the Assignment:

Part of the reason Frankenstein is considered a classic work of literature is because of all the different ways people can interpret the text.  In order for us to see all the various meanings (and find our own meanings) it is important that we learn a little about the context in which Mary Shelley was writing.

Assignment Guidelines:

Each of you will choose a topic on which you will become a mini-expert.  You will then prepare a mini-lesson, including a poster and a study-sheet (you don’t have to write a paper…yet) that will teach the class what we should know about your topic in order to help us read Frankenstein with greater awareness.  This is not meant to be too long and involved—you just need to give us enough of a taste so that people can understand the basic idea and then, if they want, they can learn more.  

Possible Topics:

· Choose a topic from the following list (you may work individually or in a group with no more than 3 people total).  

· The Industrial Revolution: Track #330317
· Paradise Lost by John Milton: Track #330319
· Mary Shelley’s life/biography: Track #330321
· The Prometheus Myth (including its variations): Track #330323
· Gothic Literature: Track #330325
· The Romantic Period in Literature: Track #330327
· Mary Wollstonecraft (and the state of women’s rights during Mary Shelley and her mother’s lives): Track #330330
· Please give me a list of your top 3 choices.  Be sure to list, along with your choices, the people with whom you will be working (you may work alone, with a partner, or in a group of 3 but no more).  I will do my best to make sure you get one of these choices.

· Eventually, to research your topic you will need to go to http://trackstar.4teachers.org, then go to “View Track #” and enter the track number for your topic.  BE SURE TO CHOOSE “VIEW IN FRAMES” or it will not work as well.  Hold on to this sheet—the URL for Trackstar and the Track #s are essential for you to complete this project!
 Frankenstein Mini-Research Project Assignment Requirements

Research and Analysis:

· Find answers to the basic questions such as “who, what, when and where?”

· Make your own analysis, as a result of your research, as to why it is significant for us to study this topic as we read Frankenstein
· Explain how this topic relates to your life or society today

Visual Communication/Organization:

· Your poster and study-guide should have a clear, easy-to-read heading with a title and the authors (that’s you)

· All your information should be grouped into paragraphs or bulleted lists with clear headings for each

· Your poster must include at least 4 images (with citations, if necessary) 

· The images should relate to your topic and enhance the meaning of your research and analysis

· Feel free to be creative (Does it have to be flat?  Black and white?  Square?)

Writing:

· The project should be grammatically correct and include proper MLA citation (use www.citationmachine.net to help you)

· Information should be factually accurate

· No plagiarism!!!

Analysis/Teaching Others:

· You will present the key information you collected and analyzed to your peers in an interesting, engaging 5-10 minute oral presentation.

· Along with your poster you need to make a reproducible (8.5” x 11”, one-sided black and white) study sheet for your peers.  

· Your classmates will take notes on your presentation, so your study sheet should include important information that they need to know as well as blank spaces that they will fill in as a result of listening to your presentation.

Personal Reflection:

· Along with your project, you must also submit a short personal reflection (if you are working in a group you must write this on your own, not with your partner(s)).  The personal reflection must answer the essential question “How do personal experiences and societal issues influence how and why a reader interprets and relates to a text?”

· Please also include in your personal reflection a paragraph that assesses your role as a group member (if you worked in a group) or your role as a learner.  You may discuss things like:  what strengths did you bring to the project, with what did you need others to help you, how did your group work together, etc.

