Glossary 
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relating to the 2008 presidential election
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  Date:_____________
Alliance:  An agreement made between a group of people or countries.

Al Qaeda:  An extremist Muslim organization that terrorizes people who do not believe in what they believe in.

Alternative Energy Sources:  This is a term used to describe ideas and concepts people and organizations have come up with to provide energy to the United States and the world.  Some alternative energy sources include solar power, ethanol (corn) fuel, and wind power.

Amnesty:  Forgiving someone for something wrong that they did.

Bureaucratic /Bureaucracy:  The system of laws and policies to control activity.
Charter school:  Schools that are public but have special programs or requirements which must be met in order for students to attend them.  Many charter schools have an application and an interview process in order to get in.
Conservative:  A term used to describe the belief that favors tradition (religion, customs, cultural, and national beliefs) and gradual change.

Democrat:  A term used to describe a person who belongs to the Democratic National Party.  Democrats tend to have liberal beliefs (see liberal).

Deport:  To remove someone from the United Stated by sending them back to their home country.

Earmarking:  A term used to describe a Senator or Congressman making sure that money is put aside for a program that will benefit the people in their state (i.e. – building a new park).

Federal Law:  A law that applies to all states and the people living in them, or visiting them.  It is created by the federal government.

FEMA: Federal Emergency Management Agency.  An organization set up by the government to help people after a disaster (i.e. – hurricane, tornado, 9/11, etc).

Guest Worker Program:  A program which allows illegal immigrants to work in the United States, pay taxes, be protected under the law, and apply for legal status.

Homeland Security:  The term used to describe the effort on all levels of government (local, state, and federal) to protect the United States and its people.

Identification Cards:  Similar to a driver’s license, it would be given to people to help identify them.  Many presidential candidates have opinions on them when they discuss their policy on immigration and immigrants.

Illegal Immigrant:  Someone who comes into the United States without permission or stays in the United States longer then they are supposed to.

Immigrant: A person who has moved from one country to another.

Immigration:  The movement of people between countries.

Income Tax: A fee placed on a person, business or organization.  In the United States, people who work, pay an income tax.

Iraq Surge:  This is a term used to describe a plan created by President Bush to help move the Iraq war forward and be more successful in its efforts.  During the surge, the President sent a large number of American Troops to Iraq with specific missions and to only certain parts of Iraq to try to end the fighting.

Kyoto treaty:  This is the term used to describe the outcome of a conference held by many nations in 1997 and again in 2005 where it was decided that participating countries would have to stop the spread of greenhouse gases.  In other words reduce global warming.

Liberal:  A term used to describe the belief that the most important idea is the individual rights of a person.

Libertarianism:  A term used to describe a person who believes in the individual rights of people more then the rights of a group of people who live together.  They tend to focus on what is best for an individual person and not what is best for a group of people.
Malpractice:  A term often used to describe a mistake made by a doctor or a lawyer.

Marriage Penalty:  This is the term used to describe a “glitch” in the tax system where two people who are married that file their taxes either pay more money or do not get the same money back as two people who make the same amount of money but file their taxes separately.

Medicaid/Medicare: Health insurance which is provided to people in the United States that do not make enough money to afford private health insurance.

National Sales Tax:  This is a plan that some presidential candidates support.  Under this plan, there would be no more income tax rather people would pay a higher sales tax on the things that they buy.

NCLB (No Child Left Behind): A program which provides funding for schools to help students meet state standards.  It also provides parents the opportunity to choose which school they would like their son or daughter to go to.

Partial - Birth Abortion: A term used to describe an abortion that occurs during the third trimester of a pregnancy (after 6 months).  It requires the doctor to terminate the life of the fetus after it leaves the mother.  It is currently illegal in the United States under federal and state law.

Private Health Insurance:  A plan which people who can afford to buy to help pay for their medical needs.  Many working people are given a private health insurance plan.

Pro – Choice:  A term used to describe a person or persons who favor a woman’s right to chose.  They believe it is okay to have an abortion.

Pro – Life:  A term used to describe a person or persons who are against abortion.

Republican: A term used to describe a person who belongs to the Republican Party.  Republicans tend to have conservative beliefs (see conservative).

Roe v. Wade: A famous Supreme Court case that occurred in 1973.  The outcome of the case made laws against abortion in individual states illegal.  The case stated that not allowing a woman to have an abortion was a violation of her right to privacy according to the 14th amendment.
School Voucher Program: A certificate which is given to parents which allows them to pay for their child’s education by allowing them to pick the school of their choice, rather then going to public school.

State Law:  A law that applies to the state in which it was created in.  Each state has its own laws about certain things.  For example each state has their own laws about how to punish someone who drives drunk or someone who commits a murder.
Supreme Court:  A court made up of 9 nine men and women who have the ultimate say in the country.  They decide if a law goes against the constitution.

Tax Cut:  A reduction in the amount of taxes people have to pay.

Tort reform:  A change in the law which applies to people.

US – Mexico Border Fence: This is a term used to describe the plan created by President Bush and some members of Congress to stop illegal immigrants from coming into the United States from Mexico.  According to this plan a fence, of approximately 854 miles would be built and this would help prevent people from coming into the United States.

Visa(s): A document given by a country to a person allowing them to stay in the country for a certain period of time for a certain reason (many people come to the Untied States on a student visa which allows them to stay here to go to college and then return to their home country).
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