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March 7, 1940

Dear President Roosevelt,

Tn 1905 1 made the point that a large amount o energy could be refased from
‘sl amount of matter. Thus the equation E=me” (energy = mass times the specd of
light squared) was born. But never in my mind did | ever ntend this Special Theory of
Relativiy to be used to harm anyone. 1 consider myselfin most ways to be- pacifist.
Even though | dida’t have any direct partcipation with the invention of the atomic.
bomb I il played a big part inis creation.

Eleven years back (in 1929) I made it public in Weimar Germany that I wouldn't
do war service for any one regardless ofthe cause, but sometimes people have 4 change.
of mind. When I feel that my country is being threatened, then | fecl obligated o help.
out, This is why T am writing you thi ltte today. Just sty T changed my mind
aboutthe consiruction of the atorc bormbs. [ now stand proud when I say, Build it

Upon learming in 1933 that Adolph Hitler has risen to powier in Germany |
realized that can only spel out disaste. With the spliting of uranium in Germany in
December of 1938 and the continued German agression,this leads me 1o believe that
‘Germany may have plans on constructing thir own atomic bomb. With th thought of
‘Germany constructing their own atomic bomb and millons of lives at stake... 1 don’t
‘want o have that on my conscience,

o onee again, Mr. President [ urge you 0 build this tomic bomb. Even though
T it was against it  have had a sudden change of heart and fo al the right reasons.
Together with your approval and my intelligence we can siop Giermany tght in their
racks before serious devastation occurs. So..... I end it with my final comment, let’s
buid this bornb and put Germany out of theis misery!

Sincerely,

@Bent Ginstoin
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Biography Ee

Albert Einstein was born st Ui, in Worttembers, Germany,
on March 12, 1875. Six weeks ater the family moved to Munich @
and he began his schooling there at the Luitpold Gymnasium.

Later, they moved to ltaly and Albert continued his education 3t The |
‘Aarau, Switzerland and in 1896 he entered the Swiss Federal Phys
Polytechnic School in Zurich o be trained as 3 teacher in

Physics and mathematics. In 1901, the year he gained his
diplom, he acauired Swiss ciizenship and, as he was unable to
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