A visitor to your Web site has filled out the form located at:
http://EaselTalk.homestead.com/CaldecottSubmission.html

1   Student Name        Megan 
2   Class Period       Period 7 Graphic Design
3   History of the Award        The Caldecott Medal "shall be awarded to the artist of the most distinguished American Picture Book for Children published in the United States during the preceding year. The award shall go to the artist, who must be a citizen or resident of the United States, whether or not he be the author of the text. Members of the Newbery Medal Committee will serve as judges. If a book of the year is nominated for both the Newbery and Caldecott Awards the committee shall decide under which heading it shall be voted upon, so that the same title shall not be considered on both ballots." In 1977 the Board of Directors of the Association for Library Service to Children rescinded the final part of the 1937 action and approved that "any book published in the preceding year shall be eligible to be considered for either award or both awards." Separate committees to choose the Newbery and Caldecott Awards were established in 1977. 
4   Title of Book Chosen        1986: The Polar Express
5   Summary of Story        The story takes place on Christmas Eve, a boy boards the mysterious train that waits for him: the Polar Express, that travels to the North Pole. When the he gets there, Santa offers the boy any gift he wants. The boy chooses a bell from the harness of the reindeer. Santa gives him the gift. On the way home, the boy loses the bell. The next morning, (Christmas) the boy awakes to find the bell under the tree. When the boy shakes the bell, it makes the most beautiful jingle noise he's ever heard. His mom likes the bell, but says she is sorry that it is broken — this means that only true believers can hear the sound of the bell. (this helps children feel that Christmas and Santa are real, as long as you believe in them)
6   Illustrator Researched       Chris Van Allsburg
7   Career Facts    Chris Van Allsburg was born and raised in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He attended the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor with the possible idea of getting a law degree, but after a freshman course in drawing he decided to study sculpture. In 1972 he moved to Providence, Rhode Island, for a graduate degree in sculpture at the Rhode Island School of Design. Shortly after he received his degree, Van Allsburg began to show his sculptures in New York City galleries, where their surreal imaginativeness quickly won him a reputation as an artist to watch. He didn't start drawing until his teaching commitments at RISD and a cold studio too far across town kept him from his sculpture.

To his wife, and his good friend and fellow children's author/illustrator David Macaulay, Van Allsburg's pictures showed a strong narrative style that both thought would translate well into illustrations for a book. Houghton Mifflin thought so, too, and signed Van Allsburg on for his first book. Houghton Mifflin has published sixteen of Van Allsburg's books — from his Caldecott Honor Award-winning first book, The Garden of Abdul Gasazi, to his newest space adventure, Zathura.

The success of Van Allsburg's Jumanji and The Polar Express is great: both received Caldecott Awards, Jumanji was made into a movie in 1996, and The Polar Express has become a classic with millions of copies sold.

Over the course of his stellar career, Van Allsburg's books have never failed to emphasize imagination.
Chris Van Allsburg lives in Providence, Rhode Island currently.
8   Work Characteristics    His technique is representational or figurative – it looks photographic. He uses light and shadow to show emotion and magic, time and place in an illustration.His style is his attempt to portray ordinary things in a mysterious or puzzling manner.
Mediums for creating illustrations range from charcoal and pen to pastels and watercolor. 
Allsburg gets his story ideas from his illustrations – "…I first consider scenes that are visually captivating and my challenge is to weave a story around those pictures." CVA 
What if…. What then? approach 

9   Additional Info Thoughts        I chose this book because I recall having it read to me as a child. I also thought it was interesting that it won the Caldecott Award the year that I was born. (1986)
10   Sources Of Information        http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/awardsscholarships/literaryawds/caldecottmedal/caldecottwinners/caldecottmedal.htm
http://www.rambles.net/allsburg_polar.html
http://curry.edschool.virginia.edu/go/tempo/VCCB/Authorsets2/Authorsets1.html
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