Bubbles
Additional Information for the Timeline

1887—Isaiah Montgomery selected a site in Bolivar County, halfway between Vicksburg 

and Memphis. The settlement was named “Mound Bayou” because it was located at the junction of two bayous and a large Indian mound.

1887—During Reconstruction, over 50 Black Townships were established across this 

country by freed slaves. Tragically only a few remain today. Mound Bayou is one of them!

1847—Ben and Mary Montgomery


Children: William, Isaiah, Mary Virginia, and Rebecca

1859—Isaiah Montgomery never attended school. His father, Ben, hired both black and 

White tutors for him. When Joe Davis found out, he sent his relatives to have the same education.

1862—the commander persuaded Ben Montgomery to move his family to Cairo, Illinois 

and then to Cincinnati, Ohio.

1867—former slaves buy Hurricane and Brierfield Plantations for $300,000 due at the end 

of 9 years.

1881—1. Natural Disasters

· Severe rains

· Several floods

· Untimely droughts

· Early snows

· Uncontrollable insects

2. Decline in cotton prices (from .45/lb. in 1860 to .15/lb. in 1870)

3. Extravagant lifestyle

4. Poor business decisions

5. Labor shortage due to mass migration

6. Isaiah got severely ill

7. Joe Davis heirs disagree

1887—RR sold the land at $7 an acre. By the end of the year they owned 700 acres

1887—description of Mound Bayou’s early land: thick woods, filled with streams, bayous, 

pools of water, poisonous snakes, wolves, panthers, and bears. Before housing was 

available, Montgomery arranged for the men to sleep on the train to Memphis, where they would board a train to Vicksburg in the morning.

1888—Mound Bayou’s goal: to be a community of cooperation

1890—IT Montgomery gave an eloquent speech here, supporting the decision to 

disfranchise 123,000 African Americans in MS.

He voted this way because he thought ex-slaves lacked political experience and confidence. He also feared for the safety of the Mound Bayou community.

Responses to Montgomery’s vote:

Henry J. Downing, President of the US African News Company said, “Unprecedented either for its heroism or for its audacity.”

Frederick Douglas said, “Positive disaster to the race.”

President Cleveland said, “Enlightened stand.”

W.E.B. DuBois said, “In the eyes of the law all people are equal in economic, political, and social endeavors.”

Booker T. Washington said, “Negroes should strive for economic independence first, then social and political equality will come later.”

1891—during slavery the only land an African American could own was the land upon 

which their church was built. Therefore their own community church was very important to the people who settled in Mound Bayou. However, during the early years the entire population worshiped together while they worked collectively to build their separate churches.

1898—Town Decisions

1) No cohabitation between unmarried couples

2) No alcohol

3) Prostitution not allowed

At Mound Bayou town meetings, the women had an equal voice.

The early settlers had such a strong sense of community that there was no need for a jail because there was no crime.

1900—“The Demonstrator,” Mound Bayou’s weekly newspaper

At the turn of the century, Mound Bayou was a thriving community with 50 businesses.

Just a few quotes about Mound Bayou…“Place of refuge,” “Beacon of hope,” “Jewel of the Delta”

1906—Mound Bayous’s response to poor crop year of 1906

—Planting earlier

—Draining more land

—Produce more than 1 crop of veggies a year

—Work harder

1907—the annual income from the 13 stores and shops downtown was $600,000. The 

Mound Bayou Bakery owned by T.C. Jordon later becomes Wonder Bread!

1909—poll tax (county education funds) were NOT distributed evenly. Example: all the poll 

taxes from the state of MS were collected and divided to the schools, even though there was a ratio of 2:1 African American to white. A white teacher made about $55/month, while a black teacher made about $15-$35/month.

1910—Julius Rosenwald, CEO of Sears & Roebuck, was a great friend and philanthropist to 

Mound Bayou.

1914—Harvey refused to keep his financial agreement. He seemed to have misappropriated 

moneys from Mound Bayou to his failing mill in Memphis.

1920—May 11, 1921—Isaiah and Martha celebrated their Golden Anniversary.

1922—World War I Boom encouraged residents to seek employment in northern cities.

1923—Lillian Bell and Mary Booze were the 2 Montgomery children that stayed in Mound 

Bayou.

1924—Montgomery was convinced that the colony’s achievement could ONLY succeed in 

a segregated environment.

______________

1942—the state of Mississippi spent 122.93 per white student and only 32.55 per black 

student. White students had two more months of school than black students, they rode the school bus for free while black students had to pay $3/month to ride the bus.

1950—70% of blacks in Mississippi, 25 years and older, had less than a 7th grade education. 

10,250 or 2.3% were high school graduates.

1954—Chief Justice Warren speaks for a unanimous U.S. Supreme Court. He states, 

“Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal…segregation is the denial of equal protection of the laws.”

1955—trial is held in Summer, MS. Mrs. Till and others attending the trial stay with 

residents in Mound Bayou because there are no accommodations for blacks in summer.

He loses thousands of dollars when white interests call his loans due and he is classified 1-A for military service even though he is 47 years old.

Dr. Howard leaves Mound Bayou to set up his practice in Chicago. He said, “I feel I can do more alive in the battle for Negro rights in the north than dead in a weed-grown grave in Dixie.”

1960s—with the use of mechanical cotton pickers and pesticides there was a surplus of 

Black labor. Three-fourths of all the families in the Delta had incomes below the $3,000 poverty line. Their incomes ranged from $890-$1,600. Poverty and malnutrition became their most urgent concern.

1962—On July 4th, Clyde Kennard dies in Chicago Hospital at age 36 from cancer. He was 

forced to work in the fields after his diagnosis at a Mississippi prison where he was held on false charges because he attempted to register to attend Southern 

Mississippi College.

1967—the health clinic provides services to both black and white indigent patients from a 4 

county area.

Mid-1980s—more African American babies were born in the Mt. Tabor Hospital than in 

ANY OTHER hospital in Mississippi!

1990—census revealed a population of 2,222 in Mound Bayou. This represented a 24% 

decline.

1996—according to Milburn Crowe, Mound Bayou historian, one of the driving forces 

behind the establishment of their independent community was to have control of the education of their children.

2001—there are plans to turn the Montgomery house into a bed and breakfast.

The biggest threat to Mound Bayou was integration. Milbourn Crowe, a Mound Bayou historian, said, “After slaves were declared free, the federal government turned its back on the blacks and we had to take care of ourselves. There were no second class citizens here. When integration came along and gains were being made outside Mound Bayou, the uniqueness that attracted people here was lost. You no longer needed to come to Mound Bayou to have that sense of freedom.”

Charles Stringer said he knew what was possible for blacks because he had been raised in a nurturing community where all positions of authority were held by blacks. He said, “People who had not been exposed to that could not see the possibilities.”

