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To the Editor:
According to the U. S. Department of Education, when families are involved in their children’s education, children achieve higher grades, have better attendance, complete more homework, exhibit better behavior, and demonstrate more positive attitudes toward school.

The teachers from the Teachers Network Policy Institute (TNPI) together with parents from their schools have successfully implemented several different parent involvement initiatives.   
Lamson Lam is a fourth grade teacher in a New York City school with free lunch eligibility of 76%.   His students recently passed the New York State English Language Arts test at a 92% rate. Lam demonstrates that parent involvement was key to this success.  In his parent workshops, parents and children come together, eat pizza, review class work, and work with him to plan for their children’s test success.  A parent told Lam, “This is the first time in my son’s school years that I’ve seen him improving a lot in every subject.  It’s been the best time in my life working at home with him because of all your help.”

In San Jose, California, Quynh Vu at Orchard School offers multiple opportunities for strengthening the parent-teacher partnership by making herself available to parents through phone calls, email, and face-to-face communication daily.

At Mount Pleasant Elementary School in Wilmington, Delaware, the culture of the school changed when teachers took the initiative to involve parents in their children’s education.  By assessing the needs of the community, the school learned how to include parents who wanted to be involved.  According to Bonnie Kirkpatrick, a first grade teacher, “Parent attendance at school functions increased when the school provided transportation, dinner and activities that involved all members of the family.”

When parents and teachers dedicate themselves to continual, open communication in regards to classwork, homework, and school activities, student achievement soars. Clearly, the parents’ and teacher’s commitment to meaningful communication and partnership results in students’ success.
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