MONTH, DATE YEAR

ELECTED OFFICIAL’S NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE  ZIP

To the Elected Official:
With the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act up for reauthorization, now is the ideal occasion for policymakers to spend meaningful time in actual classrooms in order to obtain an accurate picture of schools, teachers, and students.  Many special-interest groups and organizations have flooded Congress with information about NCLB, complete with suggestions for revising it. However, quite a few of these recommendations are tenuously, if at all, connected to the reality of American schools.  
As you know, NCLB, in its current form, has had numerous negative unintended consequences. In order to address these consequences in a coherent and cohesive way, Congress needs a clear picture of NCLB’s impact that cannot be obtained through policy briefs from special-interest groups. We are full-time public school educators, who see the reality day in and day out.  We suggest that each legislator commit to spending one full day in a public school in his/her district (Representatives) or state (Senators). We call for a national “Take Your Legislator to School Day,” patterned after the “Take Your Son or Daughter to Work Day” that has become so popular over the last few years.

The agenda for the day would be to observe and talk with as many different teachers, students, and building administrators as possible.  Seeing first-hand what goes on in schools will enable you to make an informed decision regarding changes to NCLB.

Sincerely yours,
YOUR NAME

MetLife Fellow
Teachers Network Leadership Institute
