A Supreme Court Hearing

Role: Journalist
The Supreme Court of the United States is the highest court in the country and the court of last resort (final appeal). A decision by the Supreme Court is the law of the land. The Court, composed of nine justices, is asked to rule on a lower court's decision. There are no witnesses in the case and the basic facts in a case are already agreed on.

For this activity you will be preparing and writing news reports. 

Your job is to:

1. Listen to the preparation of the two sides of lawyers. Take notes on the most interesting statements or arguments. (Do not disturb their discussion as you move between the groups; you are just observing.)

2. Write the lead paragraph for the daily news in your hometown.

The first sentence could be:

Today the U.S. Supreme Court will hear oral arguments in the case of...

3. Attend the hearing and take notes. After the hearing you may interview one of the attorneys.

4. Write the second paragraph for the daily news in your hometown.

The first sentence could be: Today the U.S. Supreme Court decided in the case of...

A Supreme Court Hearing

The Supreme Court of the United States is the highest court in the country. A decision by the Supreme Court is the law of the land. The Court, composed of nine justices, is asked to rule on a lower court's decision. There are no witnesses in the case and the basic facts in a case are already agreed on.

Your team or lawyers needs to split up.

· Two of you will prepare the introduction & conclusion arguments on the back of this page

· The other lawyers will fill out the box below. Your job is to predict the questions the Justices will ask you and prepare arguments that respond to their questions 


For the lawyers writing the Introduction 
What are the facts of the court case that help your side?

What decision does your side want?

What is your strongest and most persuasive argument? Why?


For the lawyers writing the Conclusion 
What are the arguments against your side and how can you respond to them? 

How will a decision for your side benefit the country?

A Supreme Court Hearing

Role: Justice
The Supreme Court of the United States is the highest court in the country and the court of last resort (final appeal). A decision by the Supreme Court is the law of the land. The Court, composed of nine justices, is asked to rule on a lower court's decision. There are no witnesses in the case and the basic facts in a case are already agreed on.

In this activity you will be making a decision in the case.

Your job is to:
1. Write out four questions that you will ask in the box below (use the sheet of arguments to come up with your questions. Think of ways to challenge the arguments that will be made by both sides)  

2. As a team, make sure you will have equal number of questions for both sides.

3. Select a student to serve as Chief Justice. He or she will be in charge of the hearing and call on the attorneys to present their arguments (look over the order)

4. During the trial listen carefully to the arguments and ask questions whenever you like.

5. Discuss the case with the other justices and decide whether you think the decision of the lower court should be upheld or overturned. You do not have to agree. The decision will be based on the majority vote. There can be dissenting opinions.

6.  Announce your decision and your reasons.


Write the questions you want to ask in the space below
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Question from Justice:

















Answer:

















Question from Justice:
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Question from Justice:
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If it may please the court my name is ______________________ and I am the lawyer for 





_____________________. We are here today because ,,,,..











If it may please the court my name is ______________________ and I am the lawyer for 





_____________________. We are here today because ,,,,..











